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DIEN MAO VAN HQC CONG GIAO VIET NAM
NUA PAU THE KY XX (1900-1945)

Pinh Thi Oanh?
TOM TAT

Pau thé ky XX ghi nhdn su khéi sdc cia van hoc Cong gido véi ddi ngii sang tac da
dang va hé tic phcfm giau sdc thdi. Bai viét phdc thdo dién mao van hoc giai doan 1900-1945
trén co sé tiép cdn lich si - van héa véi thong ké - phén logi. Tw liéu khdo sét cho phép nhdn
dién hai liec lwong sdng téc chii dao la gido siva gido dan. Cdc thé loai nhu tho, truyén, tuong
va du ky tao nén mot phé dé tai twong doi réng, tir cam himg gido hudn dén nhitng suy tie hién
sinh va khdt vong siéu viét. O phwong dién leu hanh, sw dan xen giita bdo chi, an pham in va
hinh thitc truyén khau gép phan mé réng bién dé tiép nhan. Tir nhitng binh dién dy, vin hoc
Céng gido hién 1én vira phan dnh kinh nghiém dirc tin, vira dw phan vao tién trinh hién dai
héa van hoc Viét Nam dau thé ky XX.

Tu khéa: Cong giao, van hoc Cong giao, diégn mgo Céng giao, dién mao van hoc
Cdng giéo.
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1. PAT VAN BE

Vian hoc Viét Nam giai doan 1900-1945 da dugc khao ctru twong dbi sau rong qua
nhiéu khuynh huéng va trao luu khac nhau. Tuy vay, van hoc Cong gido, mot dong vin hoc
hién dién bén bi va c6 nhitng dong gop dang luu ¥ trong tién trinh hién dai hoa van hoc dan
toc, duong nhu van chua dugc nhan dién mot cach tuong xung. Trong khoang hon mot thap
nién tré lai ddy, mot s6 cong trinh bt diu hudng sy quan tdm dén bd phan nay, song phan
lon méi dung lai ¢ viée gidi thi€u tac gia va tac phém tiéu biéu. Viéc phéc hoa dién mao van
hoc Céng gido trong 45 nam dau thé ky XX, trén cac thé loai chu yéu nhu truyén, tho, tudng,
du ky, vi thé van con dé ngo, dé lai mot khoang trong nghién ctru can dugc bd sung trong
bbi canh nghién ctru van hoc hién nay dang ngay cang chu trong dén tinh da nguyén van hoa
va nhitng tiép can lién nganh.

Nhin lai nhiing nd luc hoc thuét di trude, ¢ thé ghi nhan nhitng cong trinh nhu Cong
gido Viét Nam trong truyén thong van héa dan téc (1996) cua Vit Binh Trac; Van hoc Cong
giao Viét Nam - nhitng chang duwong (2009) cua L€ Binh Bang; Van hoc Cong giao tir 1620
dén nay (2019) ciia Nguyén Dtic Thong; So thdo vin hoc Céng gido Viét Nam (2023) cia
Nguyén Vy Khanh. Céc nghién ctru nay chii yéu tiép can vin hoc Cong gido tir binh dién
lich str phat trién, qua d6 goi mé nhidu hudng nhin quan trong. Tuy vay, mot khao sat mang
tinh hé théng, gi6i han ¢ giai doan 1900-1945, dudng nhu van con dé ngd. Trén co s6 nhan
thac éy, bai viét hudng dén viéc phéc thao dién mao van hoc Cong gido Viét Nam nura dau
thé ky XX, qua d6 gop thém mot goc nhin vé vi tri va y nghia ctia b phan van hoc nay trong
tién trinh hién dai hoa van hoc dan toc.

1 Nghién ciru sinh truong Pai hoc Vin Hién; Email: dinhngocoanhvhu@gmail.com
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2. PHUONG PHAP NGHIEN CUU

Huoéng dén viéc phéc thao dién mao van hoc Cong gido Viét Nam giai doan 1900-
1945, trén cac binh dién doi ngii sang tac, hé dé tai va con dudng luu hanh, bai viét trién
khai mot hé théng phuong phap nghién ciru.

Trude hét, phuong phap lich st - vin hoa duge sir dung dé dit vian hoc Cong gido trong
tuong quan voi bdi canh xa hoi, ton gido va doi sdng vin hoa dau thé ky XX, qua d6 goi mé
nhiing chuyén dong cua bd phan van hoc nay trong tién trinh hién dai hoa van hoc dan tdc.

Tiép dén, phuong phap thong ké - phan loai cho phép thu thap va xt 1y tu lidu, tir 46
xéac dinh cac nhom tac gia (gido si, gido dan), cac thé loai chu yéu (truyén, tho, tudng, du
ky), ciing nhur nhitng mach d¢ tai va hinh thirc luu hanh néi bat.

Trén co s& 4y, phuong phap cau trac - hé théng duoc van dung nham t6 chuc va khai
quét hoa két qua khao sat theo nhitng truc chinh tuong g v6i phan trinh bay: doi ngii sang
tac, hé d& tai va con dudng luu hanh tac pham, dong thoi luu ¥ dén su tuong tac giira cac
binh dién nay trong chinh thé van hoc.

Bén canh d6, cach tiép can lién nganh (vin hoc - vin hoa - ton gido) duoc huy dong
nhu mot huéng goi md, nhim nhén dién rd hon sy dan xen gitra duc tin Cong gido va tam
thirc vin hoa Viét, qua d6 gop phan soi sang nhing ddc diém riéng ciia vian hoc Cong gido
trong dong chdy van hoc dan tdc.

3. KET QUA NGHIEN CUU VA THAO LUAN
3.1. Pi ngii sang tac viin hoc Cong gido Viét Nam nira dau thé ky XX

Chu thé sang tac vin hoc Cong gido Viét Nam nira dau thé ky XX chu yéu xuét than tir
gi6i tri thire Cong gido. Tang 16p nay theo nhan dinh ciia Pd Quang Hung, “1a mot bd phan
quan trong trong budc dau hinh thanh gidi tri thitc Tay hoc n6i chung, gidi élite (gidi tinh hoa)
noéiriéng” [1; tr.10]. Mot s6 nguoi di tu phuc vu nha tho, sau do6 tiép tuc theo hoc tai cac chung
vién Cong giao. Nhiéu ngudi con cé diéu kién du hoc nude ngoai, dé tam nguyén tri thirc khoa
hoc, triét hoc, vin chuong, dac biét la than hoc. Tir nén tang éy, cung voéi ndi trin trd vé van
ménh dan tdc va mong mudn truyén ba dirc tin Kitd gido, nhitng cay bt Cong gido vira tiép
thu tinh hoa van héa phuong Tay, vira gilr vitng dtrc tin va tdm thirc dan tdc.

Ngoai ra, cdy bt Cong gido viét tiéu thuyét dua vao sang tic ciia minh nhiing yéu t6
xay dung tac pham tir truyén Tau, loai tiéu thuyét chuong hoi Minh Thanh (nguyén ban bang
chit Han, duoc dich ra quéc ngir), vi khi éy truyén Tau rat duge nguoi Viét ua chudng, dac
biét 13 & mién Nam. “Nhiing ai sinh truéng & mién Nam, séng ¢ mién Nam déu hiéu rd vai
trd anh hudng cta truyén Tau thé nao. Ngudi Cong gido ciing thich truyén Tau nhu ngudi
khong Cong gido” [5; tr.77]. Vi thé, mot sb tiéu thuyét gia Cong gido da nd luc muon 16i ké
chuyén, tinh than dao 1y truyén Tau dé dién ta, minh hoa dao 1y Kito gido.

Qua thuc té khao sat va tong hop, c6 thé phan chia doi ngii sang tac van hoc Cong
gido Viét Nam nira dau thé ky XX thanh hai nhom chinh: nhém gido si va nhém giéo dan.
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3.1.1. Nhoém gido st

Gido si la nhitng ngudi thudce gidi 1anh dao ton gido, bao gdm cac Giam muc va Linh
muc. Vai trd cua cac Giam muc Cong gido Viét Nam ntra dau thé ky XX rat dic thu, vira
khich 1& 1ong dao cho gido dén, vira thuc day gido duc trong Gido hoi, cach riéng viéc phat
trién vin hoa, trong d6 c6 van hoc. Nira dau thé ky XX, Viét Nam c6 bén vi Giam muc, thi
da co6 hai vi hoat dong van héa manh m¢, tham gia déc lyc vao doi ngli sang tac van hoc.

Gioan Baotixita Nguyén Ba Tong (1868-1949), nguoi Viét dau tién duoc bd nhiém
lam Giam muc nam 1933, bén canh long nhiét thanh thic déy chit Quéc ngir, da quan tam
dén vin hoc Cong gido. Ong gbp mit ¢ thé loai tudng va tho. Gid tri nhat 1a Tuong thwong
kh6 (1923), dugc mot s6 nha nghién ctru xem 13 mot trong nhitng vo kich néi dau tién cia
Viét Nam (theo két ludn ciia Pinh Pham Phuong Théo trong cong trinh Tuéng Thwong Khoé
ciia Nguyén Bd Tong, mot vo kich hién dai dau thé ky XX). Tho c6 mot sb bai tiéu biéu nhu
Pirc cha J.B Nguyén Bd Tong dép tir cho cdc linh muc bon quéc & Hué (1940); Viéng tham
Dong Phuoc Son (1924)...

Dominico H6 Ngoc Cén (1876-1948), Giam muc ngudi Viét thi hai, cling danh sy
quan tam dic biét dén vin hoa va gido duc cho gido dan. Bai viét ciia ong ding tai khip cac
trang bao nha dao ciing nhu bao doi, nhu bao Nam Ky dia phdn, Nam Ky tuan bdo, Vi Chia,
Sacerdos Indonensis, PaMinh ban nguyét san, Pong Duong tap chi, Nam Phong tap chi [2;
tr.89-98]. Ngoai viéc 1ap nha in, dich thuat, viét sach, ong s¢ hitu sy nghi¢p van chuong véi
da dang thé loai: loai tac phdm luan ban vin chuong va ngdn ngit nhu Ngan ngit Kinh thie
(1915); Thi Phii nhdp mén (1913); Van chuong thi phit Annam (1919); Ban ludn quoc ngir
(1923)... Trong nhitng bai luin ban vé vin chuong, 6ng thudng lay dan ching tir sang tac
mang cam himg Kito gido ctia minh. V& sang tac van hoc Cong gio, Ho Ngoc Can gop mat
& thé loai tho ca va tudng kich nhu: trudng ca Lavang sw tich van (1929); Tat ca trong nhan
nai va gido huan (1935); Ba thanh Térésa Giésu Hai dong (1935); loat bai Ca dao vé Pirc
Me (1939)...; vavd Tudng bay méi t6i (1922).

Theo duong 16i cac Giam muc, rat nhiéu Linh muc, nguoi cong tac véi Gidm muc
trong doi sdng dao & cac gido x\r, ciing gop mit vao doi ngil sang tic vin hoc Cong gido.
Vian nghiép cua mot s6 vi dang cho thé hé sau ghi nhan.

Lé Thién Ba (1891-1981) 1a cay bat ndi bat nhat trong nhom tac gia linh myc. Ong co
uy tin vi vira 1a cha s@, vira 1a gido su cua chung vién; dong thoi 1am tuyén ay, hudng dan
doi séng thiéng liéng cho Nam Phuong hoang hau. Ong 13 cong su ddc luc ctia tudn bao Nam
Ky dia phdn v6i nhiéu bat hiéu (Phérd Nghia, Ph.B4, Di Loan, LTB, AM.D.G.P, Ut Ba...),
v6i bai vé rat phong phu & nhiéu thé dang: truyén ngén, tiéu thuyét, nghi luén, lich su, thi
ca, nhan dam, du ky, tudng. Chi riéng trén bao Nam Ky dia phdn, s6 lugng truyén va tiéu
thuyét mang cam himg Kito gido ctia Lé Thién B4 d4 1én dén gan chuc tic pham, tiéu biéu
nhu: Déi bude heu ly (1928), Oi la tw do (1931), Cha giét con (1932), Nhi d¢ mai (1933)...
O cac thé loai khac, ong con ¢6 du ky Cong gido nhu M4t tudn 1é ¢ dat Bdic (1939) va tudng
nhu Giuse tuong (1927). Ngoai ra, Lé Thién B4 con sang tic nhiéu truong ca, tiéu biéu 1a
Luan ly ca (1938), Hudn tir ca (1938)...
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Ngoai Lé Thién B4, nhiéu linh muyc khac ciing tham gia sang tac va dé lai nhitng ddu 4n
dang cha y. C6 thé ké dén Sang Pinh Nguyén Vin Thich véi cac bai tho: Hai muoi lam cdi
nho (1928), Kinh nguyén Burc Me La Vang (1938), Dirc Me ru con (1943), Binh huwong Huong
Binh (1943), Loi than thé ciing Chiia Hai Pong (1943); linh muc Paul Vang véi du ky quy mé
Cuéc hanh trinh Réma (1934); linh myc Thomas Thi voi cac vo tudng: Tuong thanh tré Vi Té
tir dao (1925), Tuong thanh Eutakié, vo con ciing cdc ban tir dao (1925)... O nhiing thé loai
khac, linh muyc J.B. Huéng c6 du ky Bi viéng cung thanh Pirc Me Lavang (1923); linh myc
P.Hué v6i trudng ca Thdnh gido sam ky dién ca (1924); linh muc Vil Bang Khoa véi Luan ly
tan ca (1929); va Doan dai biéu linh muc Ha Noi véi du ky Hanh trinh Phi Ludt Tan (1937)...

Tir nhitng dong gop Ay, ¢ thé nhan ra nhom gido si di chuyén chu vao sang tac, dong
thoi gop phan hinh thanh mét sinh hoat vin chuong mang mau séc riéng trong doi sdng Gido
hoi. Mot bau khi chit nghia theo d6 dan dugc vun dép trong cong dong tin hitu. Tl nén tang
nay, sy hién dién cua 16p tac gia gido dan bt ddu tré nén rd nét, md ra mot binh dién khac
cua doi ngli sang tac.

3.1.2. Nhém giao dan

Trude hét, co thé nhic dén gido dan Han Mic Tu (1912-1940), mang thanh hiéu
Phanxicd, mot guong mat doc sang trong 1anh dja tho ca. Nam 1936 ghi ddu mot budc ngoat
trong cudc song va ngudn thi hung cua ong, khi nhung du hiéu ctia bénh phong bit dau
xudt hién, dong thdi mé ra mot chiéu kich thi ca tham ddm suy tu ton gido. Trong sang tac
cua thi si, cam himg Cong gido hién dién voi nhidu sic do. Theo Vii Ngoc Phan, dudi ngoi
but a ay d3 xuét hién ¢ nhung bai tuyét tac” [4 tr.769]; con Nguyén Vy Khanh nhan xét tho
ong “c6 khi siéu thuc, day ma luc, khi khac rat kinh nguyén...”, 10i tho nhu nhitng ngon lira
dtrc tin, nhitng anh sang bién a0 gitra choi 1oa va u tich [2; tr.98]. Vi Han Mac Tu, thi ca
duong nhu khéi di tir mot nguén mach siéu hinh, lam xao dong moi tﬁng sau cua cam thuc
nhan gian, dé r6i hudng tdi mot ¢di tinh anh, noi linh hon gap gd vé dep tuyét dbi ciia Thugng
Dé [3; tr.148]. Thé gidi quan va nhén sinh quan Cong gido vi thé in ddu trong tho ong véi
nhitng cung bac khi hién 1, khi an tang, goi 1én ndi hoai nhd vé mot trang thai nguyén so
d3 khuét va khat vong vuon toi mién siéu viét [2; tr.99].

Nhirng thi pham tiéu biéu c6 thé tim thay trong ba tap chinh: Tap Gai qué (1936) véi
v6i cac bai mé dau cho mach cam himng ton giéo (Ra doi, Nguon thom); tap Pau thuwong
(1938-1940) voi nhu’ng am anh than phan va tiéng goi ndi tim (C8 liéu, Truwong tho, Say
tho, Trut linh hon, Sau van ¢é, Hon la ai, Hon lia khéi xdc); tap Xuan nhu y (1940), noi cam
thirc siéu hinh dugc day t6i do tinh luyén (Xuan ddu tién, Xudn nhw y, Thanh Nit Dong Trinh
Maria, Ngoai vii tru, Siéu thoat, Vd‘ng trang, Dém xudn cau nguyén, Hay nhdp hon em).
Chinh Han Mic Tt ting hinh dung vé st ménh thi nhan trong tuong quan voi Thugng Dé:
“...buc Chua Troi tao ra trang, hoa, nhac, huong la dé cho nguoi doi huong thy... Vi thé,
trir hai loai trong vong 14 'thién than' va 'loai ngudi', Ptrc Chua Troi phai cho ra doi mot loai
thr ba nira: loai Thi Si!...” [6; tr.34-35].

Tiép sau Han Mic T, ¢ thé nhic dén Lé Van Puc (? - 7), mot cay but nang dong, tai
hoa, hién dién trén nhiéu thé loai vin hoc. La mét gido dan c6 nén tang kinh té, hoc van va doi
séng dao kha ving, déng thoi 6 mdi lién hé rong trong sinh hoat xa hdi, ong thuc hién nhiéu
chuyén di trong va ngoai nudc. Tl nhitng trai nghiém ay, két hop v6i nang khiéu van chuong,
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Lé Vin Duc dé lai mot khdi lwong sang tac dang ké, trai dai tir du ky, truyén, tiéu thuyét dén
tudng. Cac tac phAm mang cam himg Cong gido ctia 6ng xuat hién nhiéu ky trén bao, mot
phan duoc in thanh sach, v6i nhidu but danh khac nhau. S6 lugng séng tic & mdi thé loai déu
kha dbi dao, go1 ra mot but luc bén bi va linh hoat. O mang truyén va tiéu thuyét, 6 thé ké
dén Con thdt con gia (1914), Me lanh con thdo (1914), Hai chi em (1916), Tim kho bau
(1930)...; & tudng, c6 Trude cira Thién dang (1923), A thanh Jeanne d'Arc (1924), Ngai vang
(1925), Chiia Hai nhi & thanh Nadarét (1925), Tuong thwong khé (1926, phat trién tir kich ban
ctia Nguyén B4 Tong)... Bén canh d6, du ky dudng nhu 13 dia hat két tinh rd nét nhat phong
cach cuia ong, duoc nang d& boi trai nghiém phong phi, von hiéu biét rong va mot giong diéu
gidu sic thai. Cé nhitng tac pham chi ding vai ky, cling c6 nhiing thién du ky kéo dai qua
nhiéu s6 bao: Cudc 1€ ngii tuan cha s¢ Thit Thiém (1910), Bi viéng Réma (1912), Pi Hué choi
(1918), i choi bén Tay (1922), Bong Phuong du lich (1923), Tay hanh luoc ky (1923), Du
lich bén Xiém (1926), Di tu mot ngay (1940), Mot thang o Pa Lat (1940)...

Sau Han Mic Tir va Lé Vin Dirc, c6 thé nhan ra thém mot sb guong mat dang luu v,
vén da duoc lich sir van hoc dan toc nhic téi voi nhitng dong gop riéng. Nguyén Hong
(1918-1982), qua truyén ngan Linh hon (1936), va tiéu thuyét Bi vé (1938), timg dugc Vil
Ngoc Phan trong Nha van hién dai ghi nhan & kha nang khoi day suy tu va xtic cam noi
ngudi doc [4; tr.1138]. Thuy An (1916-1989), v&i truyén Mgt linh hon (1941), ciing dé lai
dau an nhét dinh trong doi song phé binh duong thoi; theo nhan xét cua cling ngudn tu lidu
ctia Vi Ngoc Phan, sang tic ciia ba da goi su chu ¥ dang ké tir gioi nghién ciru (Vﬁ 1959,
tr.1202). Bén canh do, Ho Dzénh g6p thém mot giong diéu rleng qua truyén Mo vé nude
Chia (1942) cung mot s6 thi pham in trong tap Tdc pham dau xudn (1944) véi cac bai Thé
chdt, Hiu quanh, Chuyén tau doi, Hon chiéu.

Ngoai hai nhom tac gia chinh, dién mao doi ngii sdng tac con mo ra nhitng truong hop
dic biét. Co thé ké dén Michel My, mdt quan chirc chinh tri gitr chire Péc phu su, tac gid vo
kich Luong tam Bcfng Linh muc (1941). Ngoai ra, mot hién tuong khac xuét hién qua nhitng
du ky ky tén “N.K.D.P”, gdm Roma - Pén Birc Gido tong ngw (1919), Pai héi ky niém tai
Réma (1931), Cudc Thianh Thé dai héi tai Lourdes (1914), Viéng thanh dia kim thoi (1927).
Theo khdo sat cho théy, “N.K.D.P” 1a ky hi€u cta bao Nam Ky dia phdn, noi ding ra bién
soan lai cac hanh trinh do nguoi tham dy thuat ké, tir 6 hinh thanh mot dang van ban mang
tinh trung gian giita trai nghiém ca nhan va dién ngdn tap thé.

Tir thyc té vin ban, ciing c6 thé dua ra gia thuyét than trong vé cin tinh tac gia. Mot s6
sang tac khuyét danh, hodc ky hiéu bang cac bat danh viét tit nhu X., N.T.D., HF.E..., goi
kha niang c6 su tham gia cta nhitng nguoi dimg ngoai cong ddng Cong gido chinh thirc, song
¢6 cam tinh hodc dang trén hanh trinh tiép can duc tin. Gia thuyét ndy c6 co sé hon khi dat
trong bdi canh hoat dong cua bao Nam Ky dia phan, von tiép nhén bai vé tir nhiéu nguén gui
dén, véi tiéu chi mo rong dién dan chit nghia hon 1a gii han theo 1y lich t6n gido.

Nhu vay, tu cAu tric doi ngll sang tac néu trén, co6 thé go1 ra mot nhan dinh mang tinh
dinh hudng: cac cay but Cong gido trong 45 nam dau thé ky XX da cung chia s¢ mot nén tang
tiép xtic vai tri thirc ngoai lai, dong thoi duy tri mbi day lién hé sau xa vai duc tin va can tinh
dan toc, qua d6 gop phan hinh thanh sic thai riéng cho van hoc Cong gido. O phuong dién thé
loai, xu hudng vugt qua ranh giéi cd dinh giita cac hinh thic sang tac dudng nhu trd nén rd
nét, hé ma mot tinh than tim kiém va thir nghiém trong béi canh vin hoc dang chuyén minh.
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Trong chiéu sau vin ban, bén canh cam htng tén gido, nhiéu sang tac con khoi day
nhitng gi4 tri mang tinh nhan ban rong hon. niém tin hoa vao khat vong thanh luyén ndi tim
va hudng dén vé dep tuyét doi; thi ca vi thé vira mang diu 4n tin ngudng, vira mo ra nhimg
ciu hoi vé than phan va ¥ nghia hién hitu. Vi Nguyén Hong, du chiu anh huong tir mot
chan troi ton gido nhét dinh, diém tya cta sang tic van 1a tinh thwong va niém tin vao pham
gi4 con ngudi. Tir nhitng biéu hién 4y, c6 thé hinh dung vin hoc Cong gido giai doan nay
vira gop phan khic hoa dién mao drc tin, vira tirng bude mé rong bién d6 thim my va nhan
van cua van hoc Viét Nam hién dai.

3.2. Pé tai sang tac ciia vin hoc Cong gi4o Viét Nam nira diu thé ky XX

Vin xudi Cong gido trong 45 nim dau thé ky XX phét trién ndi bat qua hai mang
chinh: truyén - tiéu thuyét va du ky.

O binh dién truyén va tiéu thuyét, mot truc dé tai ndi bat hudng vao doi séng Kitd hiru
cung nhirng thtr thach dutc tin, dugc thé hién qua cac hanh trinh vugt qua bach hai, oan khuét,
lru lac hay khung hoang noi tim. C6 thé gap mach cam himg Ay trong Péi bude luu ly cua
Phéré Nghia (1928), Truyén ong Gioang Ngo Kim Thach ctia Charles Ngoc Minh (1916),
Hai chi em (1916) V& Nha mo céi bén Tau hoi bat loan (1913) cia Lé Van Puc, Bach mai
truyén cua J. Tran T. (1925), Con thdt con gia cua Lé Van buc (1914), Hai chi em luu lac
ctia Phérd Luc (1927), Linh hon ciia Nguyén Hong (1939). Song hanh véi d6 1a mach dé tai
vé duc tin trong gia dinh, dit trong tim vao anh hudng ciia cha me déi v6i doi sdng con céi,
thé hién qua Thiét phdn thuyén quyén cua Dinh Vian Sit (1925) va Cha giét con cia Phérd
Nghia (1932). Dé tai sam héi va hanh trinh dén t6i ciing dugc nhiéu tac gia khai thac, tiéu
biéu v6i Nguwoi bi chét oan cua F.X.T (1918), Mot nguoi vé dung ciia Cung Giii Nguyén
(1930), Oi la tr do ctia Phérd Nghia (1931), Nguoi t6i dc cia Nguyén Dinh (1932), Khach
tinh xung toi cua Thanh Lam (1932). Bén canh do, dé tai dao dre x3 hoi g01 mo cac van dé
luan ly dudi anh sang Kito6 gido qua Tim cua bau ciia Lé Van Dtc (1930) va Nghia trong tai
khinh ctua H6 Qui Tén (1925). Dé tai tinh yéu va tha thir dugc trién khai qua CO tén ma
khéng cé ho ciia Ng Van Hung Thanh (1915), Mét linh hon ctia Thuy An (1941), Huynh
Ngoc Diép ciia N.C.D (1925). Dong thoi, mot sb tac pham di siu vao kinh nghiém sa ngi va
yéu dudi ctia con ngudi trong twong quan dire tin, tiéu biéu 1a Bi vé cia Nguyén Hong (1937).

O mang du ky, cac tac gia ghi lai nhitng hanh trinh da dang, vira mang chiéu kich
thiéng liéng, vira md ra tiép xtic van hoa rong rai. Trudc hét 1a dé tai hanh huong, thé hién
rd trong Bi viéng cung thanh Pirc Me La Vang ctua B. Huéng (1923), Pi viéng Réma (1912)
va Di viéng Pirc Chiia Ba thanh Lo Pire (1912) cua Lé Vin Puc, Réma - Pén Bire Gido
tong ngur (1919) Va Viéng thanh dia kim thoi (1927) cia N.K.D.P. Bén canh d6 1a mach du
lich - tham quan, gan v&i cam himg thudng ngoan va giao luu trong tinh than Cong gido, thé
hién qua Di choi bén Tay (1922), Pong Phuong du lich (1923), Du lich bén Xiém (1926)
cta Lé Van Puc, i Nam Vian choi (1917) va Di choi ngodi Béic Ky (1917) cta X, Mot tuan
1¢ ¢ ddt Bdc ctia Di Loan (1939), Mot bita di lac cua Linh Vé (1932), Di coi hdi cho Sai Gon
ciia N.T.D (1928). Dé tai nghi 1& va 18 hoi ton gido ciing dugc ghi nhan qua Cude kiéu Lavang
ctia Quang Tri (1917), Cudc Thanh Thé dai héi tai Lourdes cta Paul Vang (1914), Tuong
thwong khé tai nha trwong Latinh Sai Gon cua Giude Mic Béc (1913). Ngoai ra, dé tai thim
viéng cong doan goi 1én tinh than hiép thong qua Cudc di tham mién Nam ctia X (1942),
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Gidng dao dwong rirmg ciia Nam Hai Pham Hiru Chi (1940), Viéng Nha Chdnh cic Thay
Dong tai Lembecq-les-Hal trong nuéc Belgique (1923) va Du lich Cong gido tién hanh cia
Lé Vin Duc (1941). Sau cing 1 d& tai cim trai, ghi lai sinh hoat cta gidi tré Cong gido, tiéu
biéu véi Tiéng goi ciia bé réng cta Trinh T (1942) cing loat bai Téi di viéng trai Lux Mundi
- Chiéu hon thanh nién - Cam twéng trai linh - Trai lam viéc - Anh sdng quang minh - Bai
chiéu tam - Nhitng quy khdch viéng trai - Tiéng goi ciia trai Lux Mundi - Bén chi - Chiéu
hon thanh nién ctiia Bao Loc va Pierre Lugng (1943).

Tir hai mang trén, c6 thé nhan ra van xudi Cong gido giai doan ndy bao quat mot phd
dé tai rong, tir thir thach due tin, gia dinh, sam héi, dao dtrc x4 hoi, tinh yéu, d¢én nhirng hanh
trinh hanh huong, du lich va sinh hoat cong dong. Néu truyén va tiéu thuyét nghiéng vé d6i
thoai gitra dirc tin va doi sdng ca nhan, thi du ky mé rong tam nhin ra thé giéi kinh nghiém
phong pha hon. Du & dang thic ndo, cam thirc dirc tin van thim sau trong ting trai nghiém,
g6p phan dinh hinh mét dién mao vin xudi mang sic thai riéng, dong thoi gin bo hiru co
véi tién trinh van hoc dan toc.

Tho ca Cong gido nira dau thé ky XX c6 thé quy tu quanh mét s mach dé tai chinh.
Trude hét 1a cam hing ca tung Thién Chua va cac mau nhiém duc tin, thé hién qua Ca hat
Minh Thanh Chua (1920), Bdi ca nghia binh Thanh Thé (1939), Thién Chla Giang Sanh
(1938). Tiép dén 1a cam himg vé Pirc Me Maria, tiéu biéu voi Thanh Nit Pong Trinh Maria
ciia Han Mic Tur. Mot mang quan trong khac huéng vé cac thanh tir dao, t6n vinh ching ta
duc tin qua A thanh Gam tir dao (1919), Hai nguweoi 1én bdc thanh (1919), A thanh Toma
Thién chiu tir dao (1938), Phiit thién dang (1936), Tang bon vi thanh tir dao vé dia phén Sai
Gon (1909). Bén canh d6 1a mach gido huin dao dirc, sir dung thi ca dé chuyén tai gido 1y
va khuyén nhu tin hiru, thé hién trong Khuyén hoc (1916), Khuyén cac tré em (1916), Muoi
1oi khuyén hoc tro (1929), Bai khuyén gido hitu mén Chiia Giésu Thanh Thé (1928), Ba tleng
chudng (1928), Chi day em (1916), Khuyén ban thanh nién nhi nit givip viéc téng do truyén
gi4o (1936). Pé tai 1& hoi va sinh hoat ton gido ciing hién dién qua Tdn nién khdnh hi (1910),
Tét mirng xudn khdanh hi (1916), Mirng bdo Nam Ky Pia Phdn (1929), Chiic mitng Pirc cha
(1935). Pang chu ¥, tho ca con md rong sang cam hoai thé sy, thé hién nhitng suy tu vé than
phan va dao dtrc x4 hoi qua Cdch day lao khé (1929), To tir co bac (1928), Kiép phii du
(1939), Vao dao (chén 1y doi em) (1940), Hon chiéu (1944), Chuyén tau doi (1944). Dic
biét, trong thi giéi Han Mac Tu, cam thirc siéu hinh dat dén do tinh luyén, thé hién qua Ra
doi, Nguon thom, C6 liéu trong tap Pau thirong (1938-1940) hay Xudn dau tién, Ngodi vii
tru trong tap Xudn nhu y (1940).

Tir 46, co thé goi ra rang tho Cong gido giai doan nay mang dién mao phong ph,
trong d6 cac dé tai truyén théng van giit vi tri chii dao, dong thoi xuat hién nhiing tiéng noi
hudng noi, giau suy nghiém. Sy hién di¢n cua chiéu kich siéu hinh, dic biét qua Han Mac
Tt, mé ra kha nang ddi thoai sau xa giita dirc tin va than phan con ngudi, qua d6 dua tho
Cong gido tién g?in hon véi nhiing tim toi ciia van hoc hién dai.

O binh dién tudng kich, dé tai sang tac ciing cho thdy mot phd quan tdm rong. Trude
hét 1a d& tai vé Chua Giésu, tap trung tai hién cudc doi va cudc Thuong kho, v6i Tuong
Thuong kho cua J.B Tong (1923) va Lé Van Dutie (1926), A 1€ lu da cua Henri Phan (1927),
Muc déong ciia N.C.T (1932). Tiép dén 1a dé tai Kinh Thanh Cyu wéc qua Tuéng éng Giacob
va cac con (1927) ctia Qui Chanh ban, Giuse tuong (1927) ctia Phérd Nghia. Mot mang dang
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chu y khac hudng vé céc thanh tir dao véi Tuong Sébastien tir dao (1919) cua T, A thanh
Jeanne d’Arc (1924) cua Lé Van Buc, Thanh tré Vité tir dao va Thanh Eutakié, vo con cuing
cdc ban tir dao (1925) cua Thomas Thi. Bén canh d6, dé tai doi séng Kitd hiru duoc trién
khai qua Ong gia ha tién (1926) ciia Nguyén Vin Tinh, Mdi biét thi phi (1932) ciia J.B. Sinh,
Chiia Hai Pong goi (1924) ctia Lé Van Puc va Dinh Van Sat, Muwa nhudn (1927) cta Panh
Son. Gan vé6i chiéu kich siéu viét 1a dé tai thién dang, tiéu biéu qua Ngai vang (1925) cua
Lé Vin Pure. Ngoai ra, con c6 dé tai gido Iy v6i Tuong bay méi t6i (1922) ciia H5 Ngoc Can,
va dé tai luong tAm Lirong tdm Pdng linh muc (1941) ciia Michel My.

Ti nhitng biéu hién 4y, c6 thé nhan ra tudng Cong gido giai doan nay da hinh thanh mot
hé dé tai kha phong phu, trong d6 cac ciu chuyén Kinh Thanh, cac chimg nhan duc tin va doi
sdng Kito hiru duoc chuyén hoa vao hinh thirc san khiu. Pong thoi, nhimg van dé gin véi gia
dinh, luan 1y, phan thudng doi sau hay doi sbng noi tim gop phan dua dao vao chiéu sau kinh
nghiém thudng nhat. Qua do, tudng Cong gido dan xac 1ap mot sic thai riéng, vira gan véi
truyén théng dién xudng dan toc, vira mang déu an rd nét cta cam thirc Kitd gido.

Ttr buec tranh dé tai cua ba thé loai vin hoc Cong giao Viét Nam trong 45 nim dau thé
ky XX vira phac thao, c6 thé néu vai nhan dinh vé nhimng bién thién theo thoi gian nhu sau:

Giai doan dau thé ky (1900-1920) duong nhu nghiéng vé cam himg gido huén va sing
kinh, gén v6&i muc tiéu cung cd dre tin; van xudi, tho ca, tuéng kich déu xoay quanh viéc ton
vinh Thién Chua, Puc Mg, cac thanh tr dao cung cac nhan vat Kinh Thanh, véi giong di¢u
ngoi ca va khuyén thién giit vi tri trung tim. Budc sang cac thap nién 1920-1940, bién do dé
tai m& rong, nhitng suy tu vé than phan, thir thach dtrc tin, sam hdi va luan 1y xa hoi dan hién
rd dudi anh sang Kitd giao; chiéu sau ndi thm va y thure ca nhan theo d6 dugc khoi day, du
van quy chiéu vé nén tang tin 1y. O chang cudi (1930-1945), cam thirc hién sinh va chiéu kich
siéu viét tro nén dam nét hon, nhét 1a trong tho; mach cam himg chuyén dan sang kham pha
con ngudi, khd dau va khat vong vinh ctru trong trong quan huyén nhiém véi Thién Chua.

Nhin chung, sy van dong éy go1 ra mot hudng di tir biéu dat mang tinh cOng déng
sang chiéu sau chiém niém c4 nhan; dé)ng thoi hé mo nhirng déu hiéu ca thé hoa va hién dai
hoa thi phép, tu sy cht ¥ nhidu hon dén tam 1y, tho mé rong phd cam xic, con tudng kich
khai thac rd nét hon doi séng noi gisi ciia nhan vat. Dién trinh nay phan nao cho thiy sy
chin dan cua kinh nghiém duc tin ca nhan va sy tham thau cua Cong gido vao tm thirc vin
hoa Viét trong bdi canh van hoc bude vao quy dao hi¢n dai.

3.3. Con dwong luu hanh vin hoc Cong gido Viét Nam nira dau thé ky XX

Vin hoc Cong gi4o nira dau thé ky XX duoc luu hanh qua nhiéu kénh khéac nhau, tir bao
chi, sach v&, cho dén cac hinh thic dan gian nhu dién tudng va truyén miéng. Theo nhan dinh
ctia Nguyén Vy Khanh, “vin hoc Cong gido c6 tinh dai ching, nhat 1a dugc biéu t6 qua hién
tuong: vin dao dung cac tu twéng Nho gido truyén thong va binh dan,... lam cho viéc trinh
bay, dién ta, truyén dat dé nghe, dé nhé... Nho thé ma ngudi Cong gido binh thuong khong
thé cam thiy nép séng dao ciia minh 13 xa la v&i nép song ctia nguoi Viét Nam vi da duoc dién
ta, biéu 10 bang nhitng hinh thirc quen thudc ctia tiéng noi nghé thuat dan gian” [2; tr.36]. Nhan
dinh ay phan nao goi ra dic diém linh hoat trong cach thtrc phd bién vin chuong, khi ndi dung
t6n gido duoc chuyén tai qua nhimg phuong tién gan gili voi doi song cong dong.
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Trong céc kénh luu hanh, bao chi Cong gido giita vai tro trung tam, dic biét 13 tudn
bao Nam Ky dia phdn (1909-1945). Trén dién dan nay, tac phdm xuat hién v6i mat do day
va trai rong & nhiéu thé loai. O binh dién vin xudi, truyén va tiéu thuyét c6 thé ké dén khoang
19 tac pham, tiéu biéu nhu Tim kho bau (1930) cua Jacques Lé Vian Duc; Péi bude heu ly
(1928) va Cha giét con (1932) ciia Phérd Nghia; Truyén ong Gioang Ngé Kim Thach (1916)
ctia Charles Ngoc Minh... O thé loai tudng, c6 Tuong Sébastien tir dao (1917) cua P.T;
Giuse tuong (1927) ctia Phérd Nghia. Du ky chiém mot dung luong déng ké v6i gan tram
bai, quy mo ngan dai khac nhau, tiéu biéu nhu Cudc kiéu Lavang (1917) ctia Quang Tri; Pi
viéng cung thanh Pirc Me Lavang (1923) cua J.B Huéng; Di viéng Réma (1912) ctia Lé Vin
Ptc... Tho xuit hién véi sd luong 16n, phan nhidu nghiéng vé gido huan va khoi day doi
séng dao. Bén canh bao chi, mot sb sang tac con dugc in tai cac nha in Cong gido, ndi bat 1a
nha in Lang S6ng (Quy Nhon) véi hang chyc 4n pham & nhiéu thé loai. Co nhitng tic phim
sau khi dang bao dugc tuyén chon in thanh sach, tiéu biéu 1a du ky Cudc hanh trinh Réma
(1934) cua Puc thiy Gioan Baotixita Nguyén Ba Tong.

Riéng trudng hop tho Cong gido cua Han Mic Tir cho thiy mot 16 trinh luu hanh c6
phan khac biét. Phan 16n tic pham dén voi doc gia qua bao chi va cac 4n pham do nha in ngoai
Cong gido phat hanh. Cu thé, cac bai thudc tap Gai qué dugc in nam 1936 tai nha in Tan Dan;
nhiing sang tac trong Pau thuong xuit hién rai ric trén bao giai doan 1938-1940, sau d6 dugc
in thanh sach ndm 1940; con Xudn nhw y (1940) dugc an hanh sau khi tac gia qua doi, ban dau
Iru hanh trong gi¢i Cong gido rdi din mé rong ra céng chung. Trudng hop ndy phan niao cho
thiy su giao thoa gitra vin hoc Cong gido va thi trudng xuét ban rong 16n hon duong thoi.

C6 thé nhan thdy phan 16n tac pham vin hoc Cong gido duoc cong bd qua bao chi
hoic in 4n tai cac co s& Cong gido, song ciing c6 nhiing truong hop xuat hién & cac nha in
ngoai hé thong nay. Chang han, vo kich Lurong tdm Bdng linh muc (1941) cia Michel My
duoc in tai Imprimerie indochinoise, Boulevard de la Somme, publications de 1’Aube
Nouvelle; hay Tuong éng Giacob va cic con (1927) cia Qui Chanh Ban dugc in tai
Imprimerie Jh Nguyen Van Viet, Saigon... Nhiing truong hop 4y goi ra kha ning lan toa
cua van hoc Cong gido vuot ra khoi pham vi xuét ban nodi bo.

Bén canh bao chi va sach in, mdt con duong luu hanh dang chu y khac 1a hinh thuc
dan gian, qua cac hoat dong dién tudng va truyén miéng. Cac vo tudng Cong gido thuong
dugc trinh dién trong nhing dip 18 trong, vira gop phan nudi dudng doi song dirc tin, vira
dap tng nhu cau thuéng thire nghé thuat ciia cong dong tin hitu. Mot s6 vo sau khi dugc
trinh dién d3 go1 nén nhitng phan hdi sinh dong, dugc ghi lai dudi dang du ky dang bao, tiéu
biéu 1 cac bai trén Nam Ky dia phdn nhu: Tuong thiwong khé tai nha truong Latinh Sagion
(1913) ctia Giude Mic Bic, Tuong hdt tai Ba Ria (1922) cia Gia Dinh, Lam tuong tai Nha
trieong Ba Phirée My Tho (1923) ctia Mot nguoi qua dang, Cude dién tuong ba thanh Xexilia
tai My Tho (1923) cta D.V.K, Tuong Thiwong khé tai Ba Ria (1923) ciia Huynh Thanh
Nguon... Song song véi d6, hinh thirc truyén miéng ciing hién dién kha pho bién, dic biét
tai cac viing nong thon, gop phan dua tac pham dén voi nhitng cong dong tin hitu con han
ché diéu kién tiép can chit qudc ngit.
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Tir nhitg con duong luu hanh da dang 4y, c6 thé goi ra rang vin hoc Cong gido Viét
Nam ntra dau thé ky XX mang mot sic thai riéng ¢ phuong dién phd bién. Sy két hop giita bao
chi, sach in va hinh thirc dan gian tao nén mot mang ludi lan tda linh hoat, trong d6 ndi dung
t6n gido dugc chuyén tai qua nhidu phuong tién khac nhau. Chinh dic diém nay gop phan lam
phong pht doi sdng tinh than ciia cong dong tin hiru, dong thoi mé ra nhitng tiép xtic dang chi
y gitra van hoc Cong giao va sinh hoat van hoa rong 16n hon ctia xa hoi duong thoi.

4. KET LUAN

Tu nhitng khao sat va phan tich da trién khai, di¢n mao van hoc Cong giao Viét Nam
nira dau thé ky XX déan hién lén qua mot cAu trac sang tac da dang va c6 tinh lién két noi tai.
Trong d6, gido si va gido dan cung hién dién nhu nhitng chu thé kién tao, gop phan hinh
thanh mot mach van hoc thAm dam duc tin Kitd gido. O binh dién dé tai, c6 thé go1 ra mot
chuyén dong dang chi y tir cam himg ca tung, gido huan sang chiéu sau chiém niém, & d6
kinh nghiém hién sinh va tam linh tirng budc dugce khai mo. O binh dién luu hanh, sy dan
xen gitra bao chi, 4n phém in va cac hinh thirc dan gian tao nén mot mang ludi lan téa linh
hoat, m& rong bién do tiép nhan va dua vin hoc Cong gido di vao doi sdng cong dong theo
nhiéu cdp d6 khac nhau. Tir sy quy chiéu ba binh dién ay trong mot chinh thé, ¢ thé hinh
dung vin hoc Cong gi4o giai doan nay vira phan anh doi séng dirc tin cta tin hitu, vira tham
dy vao tién trinh hién dai héa vin hoc dén toc, qua do tirng budc xac 1ap mot sdc thai riéng
v6i nhitng dic diém tham my va van hoéa dang luu ¥.

Nhitng nhan dinh trén, trong mot muc do nhat dinh, c6 thé dit vao dbi thoai voi cac
hudng tiép can ctia nhitng hoc gia di trude (Lé Pinh Bang, Nguyén Vy Khanh), dong thoi
g6p phan 1am rd hon vai trd cua chi thé tri thire Cong gido trong tién trinh hién dai héa vin
hoc dan toc. Tir ddy, co thé goi ra mot s6 hudng khao sat tiép theo: di sau vao thé gidi quan
va nhén sinh quan Kitd gido trong timg thé loai; truy vét qua trinh tiép bién gitra tin 1y va
cam thirc van hoa ban dia; déng thoi doc lai van hoc Cong gido trong tuong quan voi dién
trinh hién dai hoa, nhdm nhén dién ré hon nhitng chuyén dong tham my va y thirc ca nhan
trong van hoc dan tdc dau thé ky XX.
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THE LANDSCAPE OF VIETNAMESE CATHOLIC LITERATURE IN
THE FIRST HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY (1900-1945)

Dinh Thi Oanh
ABSTRACT

Early twentieth-century Vietnam witnessed a significant efflorescence of Catholic
literary production, distinguished by a heterogeneous authorship and a substantial textual
corpus. This study reconstructs the literary field of 1900-1945 through a historical - cultural
lens, complemented by statistical and classificatory methods. The corpus reveals two
principal authorial constellations, clergy and laity, whose writings configure a literary
space shaped by Catholic doctrine and evolving cultural consciousness. Across major
genres: poetry, prose fiction, drama, and travel writing, the thematic field extends from
didactic and devotional registers to interiority, existential interrogation, and spiritual
transcendence. In particular, Han Mdc Tu’s poetic oeuvre manifests a heightened symbolic
density and aesthetic intensity. The circulation of texts via periodical press, print networks,
theatrical performance, and oral transmission facilitated broader reception and cultural
dissemination. Taken together, this body of writing may be understood as both an
articulation of lived Catholic experience and a contributory current within the
modernization of early twentieth-century Vietnamese literature.

Keywords: Catholicism, Catholic literature, Catholic identity, The identity of
Catholic literature.
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