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PHONG SU CUA NGO TAT TO VA VU TRONG PHUNG
TU GOC NHIN VAN HOA

Lé Ta Anh®, Bui Thi Hoai?, Lang Thi Hudng?, Lé Thi Thiy?,
Nguy&n Thi Quynh Nhu?, Lwong Vin Thién?

TOM TAT

Ng6 Tat Té va Vi Trong Phung 1& hai nha van 16n trong vin hoc Viét Nam hién dai.
Cung sang tac theo phirong phap hién thyc, trong thé logi phong sw, hai nha vén da tham
nhdp vao nhiing van dé ndng bong, nhizc nhéi cua xa hgi Viét Nam thoi thuge Phap. Néu
Ngo Tdt Té tdp trung vao cac van nan ¢ ndng thdn, thi ¥4 Trong Phung quan tAm nhiéu hon
dén nhiing “ung nhot” noi d@é thi. Tir goc nhin véin hoa, ¢é thé thdy rang tac pham cua hai
nha van c6 gia tri phan tinh x& hgi su sdc vé mgt mdi trirong song thiéu s lanh manh, dong
thoi, dé con 1a nhiing tiéng kéu cizu cho nguroi heong thién - nhing thuc thé vin hoa khét
khao duroc séng trong mgt méi trwong van minh, noi con ngueoi duwoc ton trong. P4 1a nhiing
déng gop lén, rdt can duwoc ghi nhan.
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1. PAT VAN BE

Trong cac thé loai van hoc hién dai, phong su thudc loai “sinh sau dé mudn” nhung
vira méi ra doi da nhanh chong khang dinh dugc vi thé vimg chic. Gop phan tao nén sy hién
dién va thanh tyu ctua phong su, khéng thé khong ké dén vai tro cta hai nha vin 16n 1a Ngb
Tat T6 va Vil Trong Phung Ng6 Tat TS (1 893-1954) la mot nhan cach 16n, mot nha van hoéa
hoat dong soi ndi trén nhleu linh vyc. Sudt ba thap ky cam but, ong da dé lai mot sy nghlep
trude tac phong pha, bao gdm nhiéu thé loai. O thé phong s, v6i Viée lang (1941), Ngo Tat
T da ching to minh 14 nha vin hién thuc c6 tim c& khi két hop nhuan nhuyén nhiing hiéu
biét vé lang qué véi hoc van ctia mot tri thire Nho hoc khong ngimg hoc hoi, nhiét tinh ddu
tranh cho cong ly va cong bang xi hoi. Vii Trong Phung (1912-1939) 1a mét tai nang dic
biét, c6 nhitng dong gop quan trong trong lich st van hoc dan tgc. Chi 27 nam cudc doi va
gan mot thap ky cAm but, nhung voi kha ning sang tao dbi dio va mot cdy but “khong bao
gio rao myc”, Vi Trong Phung da dé lai mot di san van chuong dd so voi nhiing tac phém
thuc su “dang khoc va dang cudi” (Ngod Tat T6). Pa c6 nhiéu cong trinh nghién ctu vé
phong su cia Ngd Tat TS va Vil Trong Phung, tuy nhién nghién ctru ca hai nha vin tir goc
nhin vin héa trong mot cong trinh riéng biét thi hau nhu chua c6. Vi hudng tiép can nay,
chlng t6i hy vong s& dat duoc nhiing két qua méi hon, tir @6 1am rd nhitng gia tri mang tim
voc van hoa trong sang tac cua hai nha van hién thuc hang dau giai doan 1930-1945,
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2. PHUONG PHAP NGHIEN CUU

Chung t6i tiép can van dé tir goc nhin van hoa, tir 1i luan vé thé loai phong su va sir
dung mét sb phuong phap cha yéu nhu:

Phuong phdp nghién ciru Ii thuyét: Li thuyét vé vin hoa va viée van dung van hoa vao
nghién ciru vin hoc c¢6 pham vi rit rong, do vy, chung t6i trudc hét quan tim dén cac dinh
nghia trong cac tir dién, ciing nhu ciia cac ca nhan, to chirc uy tin. Trén co s& phén tich cac
dinh nghia ndy, chung t6i tng hop thanh mot sb luan diém co ban va hinh dung vé hudng
van dung. Chung t6i ciing nghién ctru thém 1i thuyét vé& phong sy véi tu cach mot thé loai
vin hoc, tir d6, van dung dé giai ma cac phong su ctia Vii Trong Phung va Ngo Tat T6. Tuy
vay, 1i luan vé phong sy khong qué phic tap nén trong khudn kho mot bai bao, chung toi
khong trinh bay phan nay thanh muc riéng.

Phirong phdp phén tich: Phuong phap nay dugc sir dung trudc hét dé nghién ctu li
thuyét nhu d4 noi trén. Bén canh d6, ddy ciing 1a phuong phap chinh dé ching t6i nghién
ctru cac phong sy ciia Vi Trong Phung va Ngo Tét Té.

Phirong phdp so sanh: Dat phong su ciia Vit Trong Phung va Ngb Tat TS vao cuing
mot van dé nghién ctru, chiing t6i sir dung so sanh dé nhan ra nhimng twong dong va khac
biét/dic sic giita hai nha van. Tuy vdy, do diém twong ddng kha nhiéu va xac dinh hudéng
tiép can chinh 1a tir goc nhin van hoa nén ching t6i cht yéu so sanh trong qua trinh lap lun
chir khong hinh thanh cac luan diém so sanh riéng.

3. KET QUA NGHIEN CUU
3.1. Khai lwgc V@ vin héa va viéc van dung vin héa vao nghién ciru viin hoc
3.1.1. Khdi niém “van héa’ va méi quan hé giita van hoc va van hoa

Vin héa (Culture) 1a mot thuét ngir biéu dat nhitng ndi ham rat rong. Oxford Advanced
Learner's Dictionary [10; p.374] dua ra 6 nét nghia khac nhau cia “culture” véi tu cach mot
danh tir, bao gdbm: 1) The customs and beliefs, art, way of life and social organization of a
particular country or group [phong tuc, tin ngudng, nghé thuat, cach song va té chirc xa hoi
cta mot quéc gia hodc nhom cu thé]; 2) A country, group, etc. with its own beliefs, etc. [mdt
quéc gia, mot nhom,... co niém tin riéng cua minh]; 3/ Art, music, literature, etc. thought of
as a group (Venice is a beautiful city full of culture and history) [Nghé thuat, am nhac, van
hoc,... duoc coi 1a mot nhém: Venice la mét thanh phé xinh dep chira ddy van héa va lich
sur]; 4) The beliefs and attitudes about sth that people in a particular group of organization
share [niém tin va thai d6 vé diéu gi d6 ma moi nguoi trong mot nhom 6 chirc cy thé chia
sé]; 5) The growing of plants or breeding of particular animals in order to get a particular
substance or crop from them [Viéc trong cy hodc nhan giéng mot sd loai dong vat cu thé
dé thu duoc mot chat hodc san pham nhat dinh]; 6) A group of cells or bacteria, especially
one taken from a person or an animal and grown for medical or scientific study, or to produce
food; the process of obtaining and growing these cells [M6t nhom té bao hodc vi khuan, dic
biét 1a té bao léy tr nguoi hodc dong vat va nudi céy dé nghién ctru y té hodc khoa hoc, hodc
dé san xuét thuc pham; qua trinh thu thap va nudi ciy cac té bao nay]. Trong mdi nét nghia
nhu vay, “culture” lai dugc dung trong nhiéu trudng hop khac nhau. Bén canh dang thirc
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danh tur, “culture” con dugc dung nhu mot dong tir vdi nghia: to grow a group of cells or
bacteria for medical or scientific study [nudi cdy mot nhom té bao hodc vi khuan dé nghién
ctru y khoa hoic khoa hoc]. Nhu vay c6 thé thdy, Culture (van hoa) duge dung ¢ nhiéu pham
vi (rong, hep), cap do (qudc té, qudc gia, nganh/linh vuc...) va v6i nhidu chirc nang (dinh
danh, chi thudc tinh, chi hoat dong) khac nhau. Do vay, viéc van dung/st dung van hoa trong
céc ngit canh can duoc xac dinh sao cho phu hop véi mdi dbi tugng. Trong Tir dién tiéng
Viét [7; tr.1406], “van héa” dugc trinh bay gdm 5 nét nghia: 1) téng thé néi chung nhiing
gia tri vat chét va tinh thin do con ngudi sang tao ra trong qua trinh lich str; 2) nhiing hoat
dong cta con ngudi nham théa man nhu cau doi sdng tinh than nodi chung; 3) tri thir, kién
thirc khoa hoc [noi khai quat]; 4) trinh d6 cao trong sinh hoat xa hoi, biéu hién ctia van minh;
5) tong thé néi chung nhiing gia tri vt chat va tinh than ciia mot thoi ki lich sir ¢b xwa, duoc
xéc dinh trén co s& mot tong thé nhimg di vat tim thiy duoc c6 nhing dic diém giéng nhau.
Nhu vay, so v6i dinh nghia trong tiéng Anh, dinh nghia vé van hoa trong tiéng Viét c6 nét
mo rong nghia, 1am cho “van héa” cang trd thanh tir/khai niém c6 thé duge sir dung trong
nhimg pham vi rat rong.

O Viét Nam, tir dau thé ky XX, cac hoc gia, nha nghién ctru nhu Pham Quynh, Dao
Duy Anh da tim kiém dinh nghia vé vin héa. Tuy nhién, khai niém nay ve sau moi dugce
1am sang to. Chu tich HO6 Chi Minh - ngudi duge xem 13 hién than ctia “mot nen van hoa cua
tuong lai” (Osip Em11yev1ch Mandelstam) - da dinh nghla mat cach vira siu sic, vira rat dé
hiéu rang: “Vi I& sinh ton cling nhu muc dich cia cude song, loai ngudi méi sdng tao va phat
minh ra ngdén ngt, chir viét, dao duc, phap luat, khoa hoc, ton gido, van hoc, ngh¢ thuat,
nhitng cong cu cho sinh hoat hang ngay vé mic, an, & va cac phuong thirc sir dung. Toan bo
céc sang tao va phat minh d6 ttrc 14 van hoa. Vin hoa 1a sy tong hop clia moi phuong thirc
sinh hoat cling vé&i biéu hién ciia n6 ma loai ngudi di san sinh ra nham thich (mg véi nhimng
nhu cau doi séng va doi hoi cua sy sinh ton” [4; tr.431].

Niam 2009, Vién Théng ké UNESCO trong Khung thong ké vin héa ciia UNESCO 2009
(FCS) da dua ra nhiéu dinh nghia va cach do ludong vin hoa nham khic phuc nhimng gi6i han
ctia Khung thong ké van héa nam 1986 do nhing “tién bo x4 hoi va cong nghé da thay doi vi
thé ctia van hoa trén thé gidi” [9; tr.11]. Voi muc dich xay dung co s¢ khai niém cho toan b
céc biéu dat van ho4, tinh dén su phong phu cua biéu dat van hoa, vira giup cho vi¢c chuyén
d6i sang phan loai mang tinh quéc té, vira hd tro cac qubc gia xay dung khung thong ké riéng
phtt hop cho minh, cong trinh Khung thong ké van héa ciia UNESCO 2009 da sira d6i hudng
tiép can, nhung khai niém vin hoa thi giit nguyén tinh than tir Tuyén bé Toan Cau vé Pa dang
Vén hod cia UNESCO: “Viin ho dugc coi 12 h¢ thong céc ddc diém vé tinh than, vt chat, tri
tu¢ va cam xiic cua xa hdi hay mdt nhém ngum trong xa hdi va van hoa bao gom nghé thut,
van hoc, phong cach song, cach thuc chung song, h¢ thong giatri, truyen thong va tin nguong”
[9; tr.18]. Theo tac gia cong trinh, dinh nghia “co lién h¢ mat thiét v6i cach thirc ma xa hoi,
mot nhém ngudi trong xa hoi hay cong dong xac dinh ban sic ctia minh” [9; tr.18].

Trong mbi quan hé voi van hoc, van héa cé khi bao ham van hoc, ¢6 khi tré thanh mot
thanh t6 cu thanh cua van hoc. Pidu d6 c6 nghia 13, van hoc vira 1a mot thanh tb cau thanh van
hoa, vira 1a loai hinh ngh¢ thuét chira dung cac gia tri van hoa, khi van hoa dugc hiéu 1a thude
vé doi sdng, x4 hoi, con ngudi - noi khai phat cia tic pham vin hoc, ciing 13 nhitng ddi tuong
phan 4nh ciia van hoc. Trong mdi quan hé bién chimg nhu vay, viéc van dung vin héa vio
nghién ctru van hoc 13 mot hudng tiép can tuy khong mai nhung hoan toan ¢ co so khoa hoc.
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3.1.2. Viéc van dung van hoa vao nghién cvru van hoc

Van dung van hoéa va nghién ctru van hoc khong phai la mét hoat dong ca biét/ca nhan,
mang tinh thoi diém, ma co lich sir 1au dai va kha pho bién trén pham vi toan thé gisi. Boi
véy, hudng tiép can ndy di dwgc duc rat thanh nhitng cong trinh mang tinh chat 1i luan,
phuong phép luan. Cac nha nghién ctru ndi tiéng trén thé gidi thudc cac truong phai nghién
ctru van héa c6 thé ké nhu H. Taine, Ja. Grimm, C.G.Jung, R.Barthes... O Viét Nam, nhiéu
nha nghién ctru di dich, gi6i thiéu, trinh bay cac luan diém khac nhau vé van héa ciing nhu
viéc van dung vin héa trong nghién ctru van hoc, tiéu biéu nhu B3 Lai Thiy, Ngb Puc
Thinh, Tran Nho Thin, Nguyén Vin Dan... Trong s cac nghién ciru, dich thuat, gioi thiéu
do, tiéu biéu la cong trinh Tiép cdn van hoc tir goc nhin van héa cua Lé Nguyén Cén.

Trong Tiép cdn vin hoc tir géc nhin van héa, Lé Nguyén Can véi tat ca sy yéu mén
va tran trong danh cho di san ctia Roland Barthes, da dich va gigi thiéu cubn S/Z (1970) -
tac phim ma theo ong “cé mot gia tri dic biét trong viéc khai hudng, mé dudng cho cach
thirc tiép can van hoc tir goc nhin van hoa, tir sy két hop phan tich 1ién nganh ngon ngir - ki
hiéu hoc” [2; tr.578]. Bén canh d6, nha nghién ciru danh phan 16n cong trinh dé trinh bay
chuyén luan vé cac gia tri van hoa co trong tic pham vin hoc, ciing nhu ¥ nghia thuc tién
cua nhirng gia tri éy ddi vai viec gido duc dao duc, nhan thirc va thAm mi cho doc gia. Chung
t6i coi cong trinh ciia dng 13 mot trong nhing diém tya tin cay vé li thuyét dé nghién ciru
van hoc tir goc nhin vin héa trong trudng hop tiép can thé loai phong su cia Vii Trong
Phung va Ngo Tat T4.

Trong cong trinh ndy, trén co so téng hop cac cach hiéu khac nhau vé khai niém vin
hoa va ké thira nhitng thanh tyu nghién ciru cta cac hoc gia di trude, chung t6i nghién ciru
phong sy ciia Vii Trong Phung va Ngo Tat T tir goc nhin van héa véi cac ludn diém cu thé:
van dung céac tién dé van hoa, ky tc vin hoa dé giai ma hinh twong; chi ra cac thanh té vin
hoa va gi4 tri van hoa dugc thé hién thong qua cac hinh tuong ngh¢ thut cling nhu cac 16p
ngon tu ngh¢ thuat trong tac pham Riéng d6i voi cac thanh té va gia tri van hoa dugc thé
hién trong tac phim, tuy c6 nhiéu phuong dién phong phii c6 thé soi chiéu dudi anh sang
van hoa, song do gidi han dung lugng cua mét bai bao khoa hoc, chung t6i tap trung khao
sat hai noi dung co ban 1a méi truong vian hoa va con ngudi van héa. Céc tac pham duoc lua
chon khao sat chinh 1& Cam bdy nguwoi, Ky nghé ldy Tay, Com thdy com c¢é ctua Vii Trong
Phung va Viéc lang ciia Ngb Tat T.

3.2. Mbi trwong x& hdi trong phong sw cia Ngb Tat Té va Vii Trong Phung -
Nhirng thwc thé phan vian hoa

Do nhﬁ'ng dic diém vé hoan canh xut than khac nhau, nén méi quan tim cua hai nha
van vé cac van dé nhirc nhbi/néng ‘bong cua xa hoi - db6i tuong chinh cta phong sy, cling
khac nhau. Ngé Tat T6 do “dugc song nhiéu cai doi thén qué”, lai c¢6 nén hoc van Nho hoc
co ban, nén quan tam nhiéu hon dén nong thon. Va theo Vi Trong Phung, do6 1a hai diéu
kién “tdi can” dé Ngo Tat T c6 thé viét nhiéu va viét hay vé nong thon. Vii Trong Phung
tir nho da song & Ha Noi, lai & gitra phd Hang Bac, nén tiép xuc nhiéu vé6i thi dan, hang ngay
chtng kién 16i sdng nhd nhing, rom doi cua ting 16p tu san, do vay, ong c6 nhiéu phong su
vé doi sdng d6 thi. Du d& tai khac nhau, nhung ca hai nha vian déu tap trung vao nhitng vin
dé nhure nhéi duge che day/nguy trang trong nhitng vo boc kin ddo. Va boi thé, nha vin phai
hoa than dé co thé thim nhap ma kham pha ban chat ctia hién thuec.
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3.2.1. Lang qué va nhitng hii tuc nang né, lac hdu day doa con nguroi

Trong x4 hoi phong kién, lang xa 1a don vi hanh chinh cdp thip nhat nhung rit quan
trong. Lang xa Viét Nam thuong chira dyng nhitng mdi lién hé hét sirc quan thiét cua ngudi
Viét xua 13 gia dinh, ho hang, lang xom. Trong sinh hoat cong dong, bén canh nhing biéu
tuong co6 tinh vat thé nhu céng lang, dinh lang, rang tre, bén nude..., con cbd nhiing biéu
tugng phi vat thé ma 1& lang 1a mot thanh t6. Lé lang 1a nhitng thoi quen sinh hoat duoc
hinh thanh tir doi ndy qua doi khac, trong do, nhitng thoi quen tot dep tré thanh “thuan
phong my tuc”, nuéi dudng doi séng tinh than va tinh cam ctia con ngudi. Nguoc lai, nhiéu
thoi quen khong tot van co thé ton tai doi ndy qua doi khac do sy chi phdi ciia nhan thirc
Va quan niém cta mot bo phan ngudi dan. Bén thoi ky nudc ta trd thanh thude dia, thuc
dan Phap thyc hién cudc “cai luong huong chinh” khién cho nong thon, trong d6 c6 lang
X4, ¢6 nhiéu bién ddi. Tinh “ty tri” truyén thdng ciia lang xa bi pha vd, thay vao do, lang
x4 chiu su kiém soat va gidm séat cta chinh quyén cip tinh. Mot trong nhitng chi trrong
ctia nha cam quyén 1a dung dudng cac ha tuc nham thyc hién chinh sach “ngu dan”.

Sinh ra va 16n 1én & Tir Son, Béc Ninh - cai ndi cua lang xa truyén thong, Ngo Tat TS
nhin thay rat rd nhimg hu tyc da ton tai va hoanh hanh thé nao dudi thoi Phap thugc. Trong
Viéc lang, 6ng chi ra rAt nhiéu céi 18 lang: tuc vao ngdi/ vdao ddam, tuc ban c6 - mua co, tuc
sdc vong, tuc xéi mai, tuc an va, tuc ndp phat, tuc 1én 180 lang, tuc dat hdu, tuc ma chay...
C6 thé hinh dung, doi mot nguoi, tur khi sinh ra cho dén khi nhim mét xudi tay, mdi mot
budc ngoat, mét su thay dbi, déu khong thoat khoi 1¢ lang - nhitng tuc 1€ phai dugc chuén bj
cong phu, tham chi nhoc nhan va hét strc ton kém. Do vay, chung khong phai 1a m¥ tuc, ma
la hu tuc - nhitng tuc 18 quai go, nhu gong cuim xiét chat, d¢ nang, khién nguoi ta khong thé
ngoc dau ndi. Bén canh d6, nan mua quan béan tudc, thoi hao danh (Géc chiéu giita dinh), si
dién (Hat gao xéi méi), su lac hau (Péi giay mat day), sy mé mudi (Con ga the), ndi mic
cam than phan (Mét ddm vao ngéi)... khién con ngudi trd thanh nan nhan caa chinh minh.
Bon quan lai dya vao nhiing diém yéu, trong moi dip con ngudi thé hién nguyén vong ca
nhan, thay vi su sé chia, hd trg, 1a mot dip duc khoét kiéu “duc nudc béo cd” bﬁng hinh thirc
vu va, doa dim, cho vay ning 1i hay dit ra nhitng yéu cau vo li hét stirc. Mot trong nhimng
thir ghé gém, khién hau hét gia dinh néng dan “tan gia bai san” 1a tuc khao lang an uéng.
Viéc an ubng o lang dién ra thuong xuyén: mua chirc khao, vao ngoi khao, xéi méi khao,
tham chi, chét ngudi cling phai khao. N6 thudng xuyén dén ndi mé lang (Nghé thudt bam
thit ga) - nguoi chuyén dam nhan nhiém vu lam co, c6 thé chia tt ca cac bd phan cua mét
con ga, bao gém mé, gan, tim, phéi, mo ga, phao cau, minh ga, dua dap ting yéu cAu ctia moi
thanh phan tir “nam cu”, “bén dng dan anh” dén ngudi tham dy dé 1am tdi hai muoi ba mam
¢d. Duéi ngdi but nhe nhang ma sau cay ctia Ngo Tat T, md lang (thing Méi) hién ra nhu
mot ngudi nghé si 13o luyén ¢ linh vuc bam thit ga: “Bén miéng phao ga, miéng nao ciing
¢6 dau bau, dau nhon, chéng khac mot cai chiim cau ché tu” [8; tr.43]; con 92 miéng thit
chit ra tir minh ga thi “khéng giap, khong nat”, “miéng nao nhu miéng 4y, dit sudt tir xuwong
dén da, khong con dinh nhau may may” [8; tr.44].
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Trong “bau khi quyén” dic sanh nhitng hi1 tuc ning né 4y, bao nhiéu than phan quin quai,
rén xiét. Vi nhimg bita tiéc khao lang ma nhiéu ngudi phai ban hét tai san (Hat gao xdi méi),
phai d& nha 1am cti ban iy tién mua gao 1am d6 1& (C6 odn tuan s6c), bo lang di & via (Goc
chiéu giita dinh), that cb tu tir (Mot tiée an va), phai mang mén “ng chung than” (Modn no chung
than), tham chi dé lai no nan dén tan nhiig doi sau (Ldp nguoi bi bé sor). Ngd Tat T6 khong
ding ngodi bt trao phing/chim biém dé tan cong tryc dién. Ong hoa than thanh nhimg nguoi
binh thudng (xung “t6i”), c6 mdi lién hé véi nhimg nguoi trong cude dé tham nhap, nghe/nhin
can canh. Ciing nhu Vii Trong Phung, nhiéu khi dé 16t ta su viée trong cyu ly gﬁn ma van tranh
duoc nhitng phan ing ciia ddi trong, ong phai dung ky hiéu (IangTh., lang Q. K, lang C. L., lang
V. b, lang B. G., lang B. C., tinh P. A, 6ng L...). Hon nita, bang cach 4y, nha vin hy vong
giong hoi chudng canh tinh con nguoi. Béi duong nhu khong phai mot nguoi, mét gia dinh, mot
ngoi lang, ma con bao nhi€u ngdi lang, gia dinh, con nguoi da bi nhitng ddm may den u am phu
trén dau, khién cudc séng cta ho tré nén tam ti, ngot ngat, tuy¢t vong, khong 16i thoat.

C6 thé thay, ngoi but hién thyc tinh tio ciia Ngo Tat TS da phanh phui tan day nhiing
hu tuc ky quéi dé ning 18n d6i vai ngudi nong dan. Ciing nhu Vii Trong Phung, Ngo Tét T6
khong kim nén dugc thai do/giong di¢u mia mai, cham biém. Bén canh nhiéu tur ngir miéu
ta day tinh giu cot, nha vin con (phai) dung nhitng tir ngit nhu “han”, “bon” (“bon gai qué
x6i dau, vun ngd”) dé chi ngudi. C6 18 trong hinh dung ciia cac nha vian, méi trudng 4y, cai
sinh thdi tinh than iy dudng nhu khéng cho phép nguoi ta dugce lam con ngudi, con ngudi
bi tré thanh nhitng nguoi khéng dwoe lam ngwoi. Du khong truc tiép nhic dén mot “ong
Tay” nao nhu trong 7dt dén (“May di ma hoi 6ng Tay, tao khong biét.”), nhung qua Viéc
lang, Ngb Tat Té da tb cao gay git mot thyuc trang xa hoi - xa hoi thuc dan nira phong kién,
noi con nguoi bi troi budc vao nhiing luat 1€ ma quy cua sy lac hu, tam tdi, bi quan lai tham
lam, ddc ac, vo trach nhi€ém hoanh hanh cung nhitng rang budc v6 hinh day doa.

3.2.2. Thanh thi va nhitng té nan gidng bdy, biia vdy con nguoi

Y thirc vé viée chua c6 “du thim quyén” dé viét truyén vé thon qué, Vi Trong Phung
tap trung “khai phd” dé tai do thi. Trong van hoc Vi¢t Nam, do6 1a mot dé tai méi. Va Vi
Trong Phung, dé thé hién cai “mdi mé” ctua nd, da dung dén phong sy - thé van xuét hién
mudn véi tac pham dau tién danh dau sy co mit 1 Toi kéo xe (1932) cia Tam Lang. Khong
chi tiép tuc sy khai m& ctia Tam Lang, Vii Trong Phung con dua phong sy nhanh chong 1én
dinh cao v6i hang loat tic phdm danh tiéng nhu Cam bdy nguwoi (1933), Ki nghé ldy Tdy
(1934), Com thay com c6 (1936), Luc xi (1937), Mot huyén an Tét (1938). Vi hang loat tac
pham ra doi trong mot quing thoi gian ngan, Vi Trong Phung da khang dinh dugc vi tri
hang dau va dugc ménh danh 14 “6ng vua phong su dat Bac” (Phung Tat Déc).

Duéi thoi phong kién, d6 thi nudc ta chi 1a trung tim chinh tri. Dén thoi Phap thudc,
d06 thi khong con chi 1a trung tam vé chinh tri/hanh chinh, ma con la trung tam kinh té, 1a noi
giao thuong trong va ngoai nudc, 1a noi con nguoi, nhat 1a tang 16p tu san, dugc thoa man
nhitng nhu cau vat chit, tinh than. D6 thi hién dai va cling 1a noi tao ra “co hoi viéc lam”
cho nhitng ngudi thit nghiép dén tir cac ving nong thon. Trong bdi canh rat phirc tap boi sy
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pha tron van hoa Pong - Ty, su tip hop da dang cac ting 16p nguoi, d6 thi ciing 14 noi phan
anh/thé hién bd mat xa hoi thuc dan nira phong kién bay gio. Sinh ra va 16n 1én & thanh thi
(Ha Noi), Vii Trong Phung nhin thiy tat ca su phtc tap, 16n xon dén murc nhd nhing ciia no.
Tuy nhién, dé hién thuc duoc nhan chan, duge 10t ta trong mot cyu ly gﬁn, cling nhu Ngo Tét
T, Vii Trong Phung phai nhap vai, héa than. Chi co diéu, cai hién thuec ma Vi Trong Phung
tiép can khong “hién lanh” nhu hu tuc ¢ lang qué trong Viéc lang ctia Ngb Tat TS, ma 1a
nhitng t¢ nan rat “nguy hiém” cua xa hoi do thi.

Cam bdy nguoi 13 phong su vé “nghé cd bac bip”. Ban than cac moén bai nhu xéc dia,
bai T4y, t6 tom, tai bai, rat bit di khong phai 1a nhimg tro choi giai tri don thuan, ma doi hoi
nguoi choi phai c6 sy thong minh. Con thong qua tro choi dé lra bip, truc loi, sat phat do den
thi doi hoi sy bay muu tinh ké, bay binh bd tran hét stc tinh vi, nguy hiém, vo dao duc. Dé
kham pha sy that, Vii Trong Phung phai vao vai mot tay nghié¢n co bac. Ong khong chi kham
pha ra nhiing trd ngudi ta stir dung dé lira nhau trén chiéu bac, ma con biét duoc vo s manh
khoe ctia nhitng con bac thua, tim moi cach moi tién cta cha me, nguoi than. Ca lai lich, hanh
tung ctia con bac 1an nhitng trim s0, dau s trong cai thé gidi truy lac, tha hoa Ay ciing dugc

A<

nha vin tai dung sinh dong, bang nhitng miéu ta “ddy” mui co bac va giong diéu mia mai.

Ciing 12 mot vin nan khac ctia xa hoi d6 thi luc bay gio, trong Ky nghé lay Tdy, Vii Trong
Phung dua ra anh sang nhing goc khuat tbi, nhdp nhia ciia hoat dong mai dam - mot hoat dong
sinh hoat vin hoa tra hinh rat phd bién lic bay gio. Thuc ra, khong phai Vii Trong Phung 1a
nguoi duy nhat phan anh dé tai nay. Trong nhiéu tiéu thuyét, chang han trong Kim Anh Ié sir
(Trong Khiém), Phon hoa méng tinh (Duong Ty Giap), Co Ba Tra (Nguyén Y Biru), Mo c6
Phuong (Trit Gia), cac nha van da cho théy hoat dong mai dam c6 khi ngang nhién hoanh hanh
va nhiéu thanh nién da sa bay, roi vao 16i séng buong tha dan dén hily hoai cudc doi. Diéu khac
13, Vi Trong Phung khéng dung tinh chat hu cdu cta tiéu thuyét ma 1am cude “diéu tra” vé mot
lang me T4y bén canh mdt trai linh Phap & Thi Cau (Bac Ninh). Nhitng thong tin nha van cung
cép cho phép nguoi doc hinh dung viéc ldy chong 1a nhiing tén linh 1é duong ctia hau hét phu
nit Viét luc éy khong xuét phat tir nhu cau tinh cam, tir khat khao xay dung mot t6 4m, ma thuc
chat 1 nghé kiém an, mot thir “k§ nghé”. Trong khi nguoi vo coi nguoi chong 1a cai “tu bac”,
thi nguoi chéng cling chi coi nguodi vo nhu mot dﬁy td, mot thi no 1€, no 1€ ca tinh duc. Boi
vdy, cac mdi quan hé nhiéu khi bira bai (mot mu me c6 thé 1y nhiéu chong Tay va nguoc lai)
va hau qua dé lai that dau long ma nguoi chiu thiét thoi nhét chinh la phu nit va tré em - nhiing
dtra con lai. D6 1a san phﬁm ctia xa hoi thudc dia. N6 khién cho dao dirc, van hoa bang hoai,
suy doi va la can nguyén sinh ra nhiéu tht t& nan nguy hiém khac.

Trong long xa hoi thudc dia, nhimg phan nguoi bi cudp doat dat dai, bi ap birc, tir nhitng
ving nong thén phai kéo nhau 1én thanh thi ban stic lao dong, 1am thué ciing 13 mot nghé méi
hinh thanh. Cha dé nay dugc Vil Trong Phung phan anh hét st sinh dong, chan thuc, dau xot
qua timg chi tiét trong phong su Com thday com cé. Nhin chung c6 thé thiy, nha phong sy ho
Vii d3 hudng ngdi but ciia minh vao nhitng goc khuét t6i nhat cta xa hoi d6 thi. Nha van cho
théy trong moi hoan canh, nhitng nguoi lao dong lwong thién déu bi cac t& nan cta xa hoi
thudc dia lam cho tha hoéa, bi x0 déy ra ngoai nhirng chuin muc dao dire, van hoa, tré thanh

11



p-1SSN 3030 - 4725

TAP CHi KHOA HQC TRUONG PAI HQC HONG PUC - SO 82 (12.2025) = ISSN 3030 - 4741

nhitng ké dudi cing cua xa hoi. Pé co duoc nhitng su that khong phai ai ciing c6 kha ning
nhin thy, nha vin da thadm nhap bang sy diing cam, bang ning lyc hoa than thanh thao. Nguoi
viét cling thé hién su quan sat tinh nhay, mot 16i thuat ké linh hoat, hép dan, vira chdm biém
vira dam tinh trir tinh. B&i vay, cung ban vé mot chu dé, nhung néu mot sb thé loai khac nhu
tiéu thuyét, truyén ngan khong that su gy duge chu y luc by gio, thi phong sy ctia Vii Trong
Phung van duoc nhidu ngudi doc hét stirc quan tm.

_ 3.3.Con ngudi trong phong sw ciia Ngd Tat Té va Vii Trong Phung - Nhiing thuc
theé van hoa

Trong nhitng méi truong sdng day “doc t6” nhu vay, con ngudi bi tha hoa ciing 1a diéu

d& hiéu. Pén luot minh, nhitng con ngudi bi hoan canh x6 ddy tré nén xau di 4y da gop phan
1am cho x4 hoi cang xa roi cac chuan muc, gi tri vin hoa. Tuy vay, ngay trong nhitng viing
bun lﬁy, nhiéu nguoi du co trinh d§ khong cao, tham chi chua dugc tiép xuc véi cai “van
minh” ma phwong T4y ty nhan di mang dén dé “khai h6a” cho ngudi An Nam, da cay déng
nhan ra chat doc trong méi truong ho dang séng va khao khat mot khi quyén lanh manh.

3.3.1. Khao khat thoat khoi hu tuc nang né, duoc séng tu do

Trong Viéc lang (Ngd Tat TS), trude sy ap birc ciia nhitng hu tuc, luat 16 ha khic, bat
cong, khong phai ngudi dan nao ciing danh cam chiu. Phan 16n ho déu c6 ¥ thirc phan khang,
mudn roi bo nhitng rang budc vo 1y dé tim kiém mot cude song tét dep va lanh manh hon.
Mot trong nhitng hinh anh tiéu biéu cta y thirc phan khang 1a 6ng cu Thuong lang Lao Viét
(Lop ngueoi bi bé sot). Niém khat khao thoat khoi nhitng hu tuc quai go, vo 1i dy luén nung
nau, chay bong trong tham tam ong: “Nhiéu lic t6i mudn hat cai ganh ning dy di, nhung stc
mot minh khong thé 1am ndi, danh phai ¢ ¢6 ma chiu” [8: tr.19]. Va viéc cu Thuong noi 1én
duoc tiéng long cua minh - thyuc chét 1a mot sy ngan ngém da dén muc khong thé chiju dung
ndi, cling chinh 1a mét loai phan khang tinh than.

Ngudi néng dan vén sinh ra 16n 1én ¢ lang nén gan bé sau sic voi ho hang, lang nudc,
x6m thén. Viéc phai bo lang di dbi v6i ho 1 cuc chang da. Vay ma nhiéu ngudi, vi nhitng hu
tuc, nhiing ludt 1€ qua ha khic khién cho v dinh bé lang di da len 101 vao trong y nghi cua ho,
nhu gia dinh thang Ty (Mua ¢6) chang han: “Néu cu khéng gitp cho, ¢6 18 vo chong nha chau
s& bo lang ma di” [8; tr.77]. Khi ma con ngudi da bi ép dén dudng cung, khi ho khong con bat
cur tai san gi, tham chi 1a stc lyc dé tiép tuc séng, du chi lay 14t, thi ho mong tim dén mot noi
khac dé co thé duoc 1am chu cude doi minh ciing 13 18 thuong. Khat khao nay khong chi hinh
thanh trong nhitng nguoi tré, ma con thay trong hau hét nhitng ngudi dan nghéo khd, bi xiéng
xich béi cac hi tuc. Diéu nay cho th?iy con nguoi da nhan thic duoc sy bat cong va mong
mudn thoat khoi nhitng rao can ca vo hinh 1an hiru hinh dé c6 mét cudc song tot dep hon.

Du bi bop nghet boi nhitng lut 1¢ ha khic, du phai tim du cach dé ton tai, nhung trong
Viéc lang, ngudi dan van thdy cht tia sang le 16i vé khat vong d6i doi. Ngo Tat T6 di khong
dé nhan vat cia minh roi vao canh hoan toan tuyét vong, van dé ho mo uéc vé mot cudc song
t6t dep hon du biét chéc 1a ho chua thé thyuc hién dwoc. Nha van da hinh dung, da dong cam
v6i nhimg wéc vong ciia ho: “Tdi wdc ao rang: sau khi toi dd nhdm mat, 6ng s& dem nhitng toi
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4c ciia nd ma phoi ra bong mit trdi” [8; tr.19]. Tiéu biéu cho khat vong nay 1a nhan vt cu
Thuong (Lép nguoi bi bé sét). Cho du sip tir gid ¢di doi, con nguodi khén khé 4y vAn mong
mudn s& c6 mot diéu tét hon trong twong lai dbi véi con chau minh. Va chinh nhimg ao udc
tham kin ma ménh liét 4y da bao hiéu mot sy thay doi tit yéu. Khi con ngudi bt du mo ude
vé mot cude sdng t6t dep hon thi hu tuc ciing s& khdng thé ton tai mai mai duoc. Du con dudong
thoat khoi nhitng hu tuc vin ddy chong gai nhung mot khi con nguoi da thip sang 1én khat
vong, thi khong gi ¢6 thé dép tat. P6 ciing chinh 1a dong luc to 16n, théi thic con ngudi viwon
1én, di theo 4nh sang cuia Pang, Bac HO, danh dudi thuc dan Phap, 1at d6 ché d6 phong kién,
gianh 1iy quyén doc 1ap, tu do cho dan tdc, cho giai cip, va cho mdi con ngudi.

3.3.2. Khat khao hoan lwong, lam lai cuoc doi

Mot trong nhitng diém sang ndi bét trong tu twong nhan dao cua Vil Trong Phung 14
kha niang phat hién va biéu dat khat vong hudng thién cua con ngudi ngay giira hién thyc xa
hoi ban thiu, myc nat. Trong céc thién phong su ctia minh nhu Com thdy com ¢é, Ky nghé
ldy Tdy, nha vin khong chi tai hién nhitng than phan con ngudi bi tha héa bai hoan canh,
ma con chu trong khéc hoa ndi tim dau dau mong mudn dugc 1am lai cude doi - mot khat
vong dugc cAt 1én tur tan cung tuy¢t vong, khi nhan phérn tuong nhu da bi vui lép dudi 16p
bun lay cua sy khén cing.

Trong Ky nghé ldy Tay, tac gia da khic hoa hinh anh ciia nhiing nguoi phu nit coi viée
lay chong Tay 1a mot k§ nghé, 1a mot "moén nghé" dé dbi doi. Hon nhan von mang gia tri
thiéng liéng trong truyén théng vin hoa Viét, gio ddy bi bién thanh phwong tién dé kiém
tién, 14 bai toan vat chit chir khong con 1a két tinh cta tinh cam hay duyén ng. Tuy nhién,
sau btrc man cia cudc sdng twdng chimg rat phong lwu Ay 13 hién thyc hét sirc bi tham. Nhan
vat ba Kiém Lam sau nhiéu nam hanh nghé, van khong thoat khoi cam giac bé bang vé qua
khir 1am 13, phai cay déng thdt 1én: “Du xa hoi khong khinh ching nita, chung t6i ciing da
tu biét phan minh” [5; tr.210]. Néu ba Kiém Lam tr¢ thanh me Ty vi mot quyét dinh 1am
15, thi nhitng c6 gai nghéo 1én thanh phé muu sinh nhu Ai va Tich lai bi don ép vi nghéo
doi, vi dinh kién xa hoi. Sau khi bi lam nhuc va mat di co hdi song luong thién, ho budc phai
di tim mot 16i thoat khac. Ho “lay Tay” ma trong 10ng ngap tran ndi hoang mang, lo sg. Va
16 than “Cai kiép 1dy Tay ngan 1am!” thé hién sy nhan thirc sdu sic vé nguy co ciia con
duong ma ho bude phai lya chon. Du da bi thuong tdn sdu sic ca vé thé xac 1an tinh than,
ho van chua hoan toan mat di kha ning phan tinh, van kip nhan ra rang d6 khong phai 1a lya
chon 1y twéng, ma chi 13 sy budng xudi trong thé cing duong.

Nhan vat Biii trong Com thay com c6 1a minh chimg rd rang nhat cho sy giang xé giira
ban ning sinh t6n va khat vong hoan luong. Tir mot c6 gai qué hon nhién, Dili bi day vao
cudc séng tai nhuc noi thanh thi: bi ham hiép, boc 10t, danh dap, roi ép budc budc vao con
duong mai dam. Cudc doi ctia ¢d 1a chudi dai cta sy tha hoa do bi cudng buc. Tuy nhién,
ngay ca khi di tr& thanh ngudi “thién nghé trong viéc khiéu ddm va mai dam”, Diii van
khong hoan toan chdp nhan. Cau néi day uat nghen cta Dii (“Than t6i dén ndi thé nay c6
phai tai toi dau?” [5; tr.349]) vira nhu mot 101 kéu ctru tuyét vong, vira 1a 101 phan tinh gay
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git xa hoi bao tan va su dbi xir thiéu nhan van voi nhitg phan ngudi yéu dudi. Diéu dang
chu y 1a, khat vong hoan luong ¢ cac nhan vat trong phong sy cua Vi Trong Phung khong
mang tinh 1y twong hoa, ma duoc dit trong trang hudng cu thé, voi nhimng thé hién sinh dong
vé su giang x¢é luong tam giita toi 15i va tha thir, hién thuc nghiét ngd va udc vong xa voi.
Du chua phai 12 nhitng 101 tuyén b hung hdn, van chi 13 nhimg nudi tiéc, hoai niém mo hd
trong ndi tam nhan vat, nhung bé'lng cach do, nha van da tao nén nhirng chan dung con nguoi
c6 chiéu sdu. Va d6 thuc sy 1a nhitng phan tinh vin héa, 14 biéu hién cua strc séng tiém tang
ctia con ngudi - nhitng con ngudi von duoc sinh ra va nudi dudng trong mot moi trudng
néng thon lanh manh, dugc dum boc, chd che trong tinh lang nghia nudec.

Khét vong hoan lwong va lam lai cudc doi trong cac tac pham nay, vi vy, khong chi
14 biéu hién cua tinh nhan ban siu sic, ma con 12 minh ching cho mot tu tudng tién bo cla
van hoc hién thuc nira ddu thé ky XX - tu tuong dé cao kha ning phan tinh va pham gia ty
than, von c6 ciia con ngudi. Qua d6, Vii Trong Phung khong chi phé phan hién thuc x3 hoi
thudc dia nira phong kién day bat cong va thdi nat, ma con gii mot thong diép hét strc nhan
van: con nguoi, du trong hoan canh bi doa déy dén dau, van co thé con khao khat va cb géng
hudng téi sy hoan thién nhan cach.

3. KET LUAN

Tiép can tir goc nhin vin hoa dbi véi mot sd phong su ciia Ngd Tat TS va Vii Trong
Phung, co thé nhan théy, moi truong séng cua con nguoi, ca nong thon va do thi thoi thudc
dia, déu chira ddy nhitng yéu t phan vin hoa. Thay vi nang niu, trin trong, sé chia, dem dén
cho con ngudi nhitng gia tri tot dep, thi xa hoi voi nhiéu thiét ché phi ly da day doa, hay diét
ban tinh nguoi, tham chi, huy diét mang séng cua con nguoi. Xa hdi thudc dia khong hé tot
dep nhu thuc dén Phap tuyén truyén, thim chi, né déang bi x6a bo. May thay, trong nhiing
canh huéng tuyét vong nhét, con nguoi - nhitng thuc thé van hoa, van c6 sy tinh ngo va cat
tiéng phan tinh xa hoi. Ngo Tat TS va Vii Trong Phung - hai nha vin 16n cta trao luu vin
hoc hi¢n thuc phé phan Viét Nam giai doan 1930-1945, da déng hanh, s¢ chia voi con nguoi
trong thoi doan tam t61 nhat. Va boi thé, phong su ctia ho da vugt ra ngoai nhiing dong gop
van hoc, tré thanh nhitng ky rc van hoa, gia tri van hoa di cung nam thang.
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ABSTRACT

Ngo Tat To and Vu Trong Phung are two great writers in modern Vietnamese
literature. Using the same realist method, in the reportage genre, the two writers have
penetrated the burning, painful issues of Vietnamese society during the colonial period. If
Ngo Tat To focuses on rural problems, Vu Trong Phung is more concerned with the “boils”
in the cities. From a cultural perspective, it can be seen that the works of the two writers
have profound social reflection value and are cries for help for honest people - cultural
entities that aspire to live in a healthy, civilized environment. These are great contributions
that need to be recognized.
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