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THI PHAP TRAN THUAT TRONG TIEU THUYET LICH SU
CUA TRAN THUY MAI

Lé Tu Anh', Nguyén Thi Thanh Nga® Lé Thi Hug?
TOM TAT

Tran Thuy Mai thugc trong so nhing guwong mdt néi bt cua van hoc Viét Nam
dirong dai. Véi hai bé tiéu thuyét ve dé tai lich siz 1a Tir Dy thai hdu (2019) va Cong chia
Pong Xuan (2023), Tran Thiy Mai thé hién mét sirc viét doi dao, khoe khodn, day néi luc.
Tiéu thuyét lich sir ciia Tran Thiy Mai cho thay nha véan khong chi am hiéu vé lich siz, ma
cOn ndm rat viing c&c ddc trung thé logi cua tiéu thuyét va dung hop ¢ mizc nhuan nhuyén
nhiing dac trung cua hai kiéu van ban nay. Nghé thudt tran thudt véi viéc siz dung linh
hoat diém nhin va dung hop uyén chuyén giiza tinh chinh xac lich sir va su hur cdu, twong
tiong 1a mét trong nhitng khia canh 1am nén thanh céng cho tiéu thuyét cia Tran Thiy
Mai. Vdn dung ly thuyét vé tran thugt va tiéu thuyét, bai viét lam rd nhing ddac sdc va dong
gop cua nha van trong thé logi tiéu thuyét lich sit.

Tir khoa: Tran Thay Mai, tiéu thuyét lich si, tran thugt, thi phap tiéu thuyét.
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1. PAT VAN BE

Trong nghé thuat tiéu thuyét, tran thuat Ia khia canh thi phap hét sic quan trong. Vi
tiéu thuyét vé lich sir, diéu ndy cang quan trong hon boi d6 1a yéu té 1am nén su khac biét
V6i mot trudc tac lich sir. Néu trude tac lich sir doi hoi phai 6 mot cau trdc tuan ty, mach
lac va sy chinh xéc tuyét di; thi tiéu thuyét cho phép nha vian dao 16n, dan xen, gian cach,
gia dinh, tung hoa mu... Nghia 13, c6 bao nhiéu phuong thirc, phuong tién dé kién tao thé
giéi nghé thuat caa mot cudn tiéu thuyét 1a ¢ bay nhiéu thir nha tiéu thuyét co thé sir dung
dé lich st duoc hién ra mot cach hap dan nhat. Hai bo tiéu thuyét cua Tran Thiy Mai c6
thé chua phai 1a nhirng tiéu thuyét thugc loai dinh cao cua tu sy lich str, nhung dé tac pham
c6 duoc sy hip dan, nha van di rat quan tdm, dau tu nhiéu cong sirc vao viéc to chuc tran
thuat. Trong bai viét nay, ching tdi s& tap trung phan tich cac khia canh co ban cua tran
thuat trong hai bo tiéu thuyét lich sir ciia Tran Thiy Mai 14 diém nhin va cach cau tric cac
thanh phan cua tran thuat.

2. PHUONG PHAP NGHIEN CUU

Nghién ctru chu dé nay, ching toi tiép can tur li thuyét tu su hoc, cu thé 1a dua trén
mot sO ludn dieém vé tran thuat va van dung cac phuong phép chinh la:
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Phwong phdp phan tich - tong hop: Phuong phap nay dugc van dung dé phén tich va
tong hop li thuyét, phan tich va tong hop hai bo tiéu thuyét ciia Tran Thuy Mai. Trén co s&
do, chung t61 khai quat mot s6 dic diém trong nghé thuat tran thut ca nha van.

Phirong phdp so sanh: Phuong phap nay dugc van dung dé so sanh cach ké lich sir
gitra Tran Thuy Mai va mot sb sang tac vé dé tai lich st cia mot s6 nha van khac.

Phirong phdp lién nganh: Phuong phap nay dugc van dung dé khai thac thong tin, dit
lidu tir cadc nganh khoa hoc khéac nhau, nhu Lich sur, Van hoc va két hop chung dé cung lam
sang to nhitng dic sic trong sang tac ciia Tran Thiy Mai.

3. KET QUA NGHIEN CUU VA THAO LUAN
3.1. Sir dung linh hoat diém nhin tran thuat

Diém nhin (Point of view) trong tran thuat I yéu t6 co ban nhat tao nén phuong thic
tran thuat caa mot tdc pham van hoc. Tur binh dién If thuyét van hoc, da c6 rat nhiéu cach xac
dinh va phan loai khac nhau. Tuy vay, theo Tran Dinh Sir [11], cach phan thanh ba kiéu “tinh
hudng tu sy’ nhu cia nha nghién ciu nguoi Ao - Franz Stanzel tir 1955 1a pho bién nhat. Do
1a: (1) Nguoi ké chuyén tac gia - loai diém nhin toan tri, (2) Nguoi ké chuyén ngdi thir nhat
kiém nhan vat - diém nhin han tri caa nhan vat va (3) Nguoi ké ngdi thir ba vai diém nhin
nhan vat. Bén canh cach phan loai nay, ciing theo Tran Pinh St, cac nha nghién ciu I thuyét
vé tran thuat con dua ra khai niém “tiéu diém” (Focalization) va phan biét hai loai tiéu diém
I tran thuat theo tiéu diém bén trong (noi quan) va tran thuat theo tiéu diém bén ngoai. Hai
loai tiéu diém nay khong hoan toan tuong thich véi cac kiéu “tinh hudng ty sy’ ngdi thir nhat
hay tht hai, thar ba ma Franz Stanzel phan loai ¢ trén. Chi khi miéu ta noi tdm nhan vat, nha
vin méi dung tiéu diém bén trong, con tiéu diém bén ngoai tic 1a tran thuat theo quan diém
ngudi ké khach quan, khéng biét dén y dinh, y thirc cia nhan vat. La nhiing bo tiéu thuyét co
stc bao quét 16n, ca chiéu dai thoi gian 1an chiéu rong khong gian, Tir Dy thai hdu va Céng
chiia Pong Xuan khong st dung mot dang diém nhin. Noi cach khac, dé thé hién nhiéu nhan
vat va van dé lich str, Tran Thuy Mai st dung diém nhin dang phic. Qua khao sét, ching toi
nhan thy c6 hai nét dic sic vé diém nhin trong tiéu thuyét lich sir caa Tran Thay Mai 1a
diém nhin noi quan va luan phién cac diém nhin tran thuat.

3.1.1. Tran thugt tir diém nhin bén trong

Diém nhin bén trong hay diém nhin noi quan (Introspective) chi c6 thé hinh thanh
khi nha van c6 y dinh di vao bén trong nhan vat dé kham pha cac biéu hién va dong co tam
li. Do vay, n6 khong hoan toan phu thuc vao ngdi ké va gop phan tao nén sy di chuyén
diém nhin. Boi vi diém nhin nhan vat, du 1a ngdi tha nhat hay thi ba, thi thyc chat van 1a
su han ché quyén lyc tu sir, nghia 13 nhan vat chi ké lai cau chuyén trong pham vi hiéu biét
cua minh. Mudn néi 1én nhitng suy nghi, cam x(c ciia ngudi khac lai can phai trao diém
nhin cho anh ta, tirc 1a vuot ra khoi diém nhin truée d6. Do vay, hai dic sic/dic diém vé
diém nhin tran thuat trong tiéu thuyét cua Tran Thiy Mai tuy khong cing tiéu chi phan
loai nhung lai c6 méi quan hé mat thiét.
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Tir Dy théi hgu 1a tiéu thuyét dau tay cua Tran Thuy Mai. Mot didu dé dang nhan
thdy & day 1a nha van rat chd trong viéc tao dung cac man ddi thoai. Va dbi thoai ¢ day,
ngoai vai trd tham gia tran thuat cac su kién, cau chuyén lich st, con c6 nhiém vu thé hién
nhan vat. Miéu ta nhan vat bang chinh 15i ndi cua anh ta, c6 nghia 1a nhan vat vira dong vai
trd tran thuat, vira tu boc 16 chan thuc con nguoi minh. Tha phép nay khdng chi 1a phuong
tién chinh dé thé hién nhan vat, ma con khién cho sy kién lich sir dwoc nhin nhan mot cach
khach quan hon. Sy sép xép dé tao dung nhiéu man ddi thoai gitta Minh Mang va Thai hau
(Tran Thi Pang), Truong Dang Qué va Pham Diang Hung, Truong Pang Qué va Pham Thi
Hang, Truong Pang Qué va Minh Mang qua thuc rat hip dan. Ngoai viéc gop phan lam
séng to nhiéu van dé lich str, d6 con 1a cach dé cac nhan vat lich st khdng phai 1a nhiing
cai tén “0 1i” (chr dung caa Nam Dao) ma tr¢ thanh nhitng con nguoi vai cam xdc, suy
nghi, toan tinh rat con ngudi.

Trong Céng chiia Pong Xuan, Ty Puc 1a con ngudi ciia mot bdi canh cy thé véi tat
ca sy phtc tap caa budi giao tranh thoi dai. DU & con ngudi 4y, nhiing thoi quen cii, ca
diéu nho nhat, ciing chua dé thay do6i: “TrAm khong thich dan ba t6 son diém phéan dau!”
[8; tr.23], nhung khong thé phu nhan trach nhiém, su trin trd va tinh than hanh dong. DU
khéng muén dao Chua lan truyén vi so 1am hai phong hoa (“khéng biét thap nhang cho
6ng ba cha me”), nhung Tu Puc chi “cdm”, tirc 14 ran bao, kiém ché thdi chua khong sai
c4c quan giét dan dao vi “Tram khong thich viéc chém giét”. Trong doi séng thuong nhat,
Tu Duc ciing hién dién nhu mot con ngudi Vi tat ca nhu cau ban ning, nhitng khat khao
tran thé, thuong hang. “Diém nhan” trong ndi tim cua hoang dé Tu Puc 14 ndi dau dé dat
nude roi vao tay ké thi xam luoc va tinh cam rat muc hiéu thao danh cho déng sinh thanh -
Thai hau Tir Duy. Tat ca diéu d6 déu dwoc boc 16 trong nhitng 10i tran thuat tir diém nhin
noi quan ngdi thir nhat (“trAim”/ “con”) hoic thi ba.

Ciing vi nhin sdu vao bén trong con ngudi bang diém nhin ndi quan nén tiéu thuyét
cua Tran Thuy Mai khdng chi c6 cac bac hoang dé cd dién mao riéng biét. Nhiéu nhan vat,
ké ca nhitng nhan vat phu, ciing ¢ thé trd nén c¢é hinh hai, dién mao rd rét nho bt phap
khai thac noi tam sac sao cua nha vin. Ngay ca nhitng cip nhan vat nhu Pham Dang Hung
va Lé Vin Duyét (Ter Dy thai hdu), Nguyén Truong To va Nguyén Chi, Nguyén Vin
Tudng va Ton That Thuyét (Cong chiia Pong Xuan), du ludn duge dat canh nhau, nhung
van mdi ngudi mot giong diéu, dang vé, tinh cach, khong hé c6 su ma nhoe, 1an Ion. Trong
su cé thé hda cac nhan vat tiéu thuyét, viéc dung diém nhin noi quan 1a mot lya chon phu
hop. Va d6 ciing 1a tinh than caa tiéu thuyét hién dai. Nghién cau nhimg doi mai trong
nghé thuat tiéu thuyét phuong Tay hién dai, Pang Anh Pao khang dinh: “Nét d6i méi cua
tiéu thuyét hién dai cha yéu khong nam & cai chét ciia nhan vat tam Ii, ma chinh 1a & cach
thé hién tam 1i di khac trude”, cu thé, nha van thuong co “khuynh huéng goi mé hon 1a
miéu ta va phan tich tam 1i.” [3; tr.30].

3.1.2. Di déng diém nhin tran thugt

Di dong diém nhin trong tran thuat 1a su thay doi vi tri/géc nhin ciia nguoi ké
chuyén. Céc loai hinh ty su truyén thdng nhu than thoai, c6 tich, truyén cudi, ngu ngén,
truyén truyén ki... chua co sy di dong diém nhin ma chu yéu tran thuat bang diém nhin
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toan tri - nguoi ké biét hét. Ba kiéu “tinh hudng tu su” theo cach phan chia cua nha nghién
ctru ngudi Ao Franz Stanzel 1a (1) Nguoi ké chyén tac gia - diém nhin toan tri, (2) Nguoi
ké chuyén ngdi thu nhét kiém nhén vat, diém nhin han tri cia nhan vat va (3) Nguoi ké
ngdi thir ba v6i diém nhin nhan vat (dan theo Tran Dinh Sir) [11] la ba dang thirc co ban
cua diém nhin tran thuat hién dai trén tinh than ké thira truyén théng. Trong ba dang diém
nhin d6, diém nhin nhan vat (ca ngdi thir nhat va thir ba) déu 1a diém nhin han tri. Khac voi
diém nhin toan tri ludn chi c6 mot giong ké, diém nhin han tri khién nha vin phai lién tuc
di dong diém nhin, tao nén sy linh hoat cua cau tric, nhan vat va ngon ngi.

Trong hinh thuc tu sy ¢& 16n, voi viéc thé hién cung lac nhiéu nhan vat, su kién, ca
Tir Dy thai hdu va Céng chila Pong Xuan déu doi hoi nha tiéu thuyét phai luan phién tran
thuat sao cho vira linh hoat, hap din ma van dam bao dugc logic caa cét truyén. Cac nha
tiéu thuyét lich sir viét theo 16i chuwong héi trude day (ca chit Han va chit qudc ngit) thuong
chon loai diém nhin nguoi ké chuyén tac gia, tic 1a loai diém nhin toan tri. Tran Thiy Mai
st dung chii yéu hinh thirc nguoi ké ngdi thir ba véi diém nhin nhan vat, nhung khong phai
chi mét nhan vat ké, ma di dong, dé nhiéu nhan vat tham gia ké chuyén.

Cau chuyén vé xuat than cia cong chiia Dong Xuan (Céng chiia Pong Xuan) khdng
duoc ké lién mot mach. Céng chda lic nho tén 1a Gia Phic, khdng biét gi vé goc gac cua
minh, chi d6i 1an budn rau vi phai nghe nhitng 16i bong gié rang xuat than hén kém. Pem
ban khodn di hoi Hong Huu - mot ngudi anh cuing cha khac me, Gia Phuc dugc biét me
cua minh 12 Y Nhi, 12 nguoi duoc chon lam phuong thudc “xung hi” dé chita bénh cho
Hoang dé Thiéu Tri dang trong tinh thé khdng thudc chita. Nhung “Hong Huu va moi
ngudi chi biét dén d6. Con nhitng gi Xay ra trong dém Y Nhi vao hau, c¢6 I& chi ¢ nhiing
canh ctra lim lanh long caa tim cung Can Thanh 1am ching...” [8; tr.38]. Cach nhwong
ché nhu vay trong tran thuat khién cho ngudi tran thuat toan tri bi tha tiéu. Pém gap g, an
&i giira vua Thiéu Tri va Y Nhi dugc ké bang mot nguoi tran thugt vang mat, tac 1a chi co
nha vua va nang hau noéi véi nhau va tu néi 1én suy nghi, cam xuc ctia minh. Y Nhi di dén
tan clng cua su t4o bao, m&i me, thanh tan. Hoang dé Thiéu Tri di dén tan clng ngd
ngang, tan cung xuc dong.

Chuyén hoang dé Tu Puc chon ca hai nguoi con nudi ké vi tir pha Kién Théi khién ca
nha Kién Thai ai ndy déu mimg, “nhit loay quy xudng tung ho”, chi cé phu thiép Bli Thi
Thanh - me dé caa ca hai cong tir - 12 hiéu 13 long minh. Luc dau, méi nhin thay tiéu hoang
tr mé Triu - dra con I6n ctia nang, Bui Thi Thanh da rat xac dong. Diém nhin lGc ndy nhanh
chong duoc di chuyén tir nguoi ké toan tri (“Phu thiép Bui Thi Thanh, me dé cia hoang tir
nho, nhin con ddm dam, mat long lanh xuc dong”) sang mét tiéu diém gisi han: “Long nang
dau x6t: hoi trao con cho cung nhan bong di, cau bé méi 1én hai, by bam dang yéu 1am. Bay
gio 16n 1én trong cung, son hao hai vi gi cling ¢, ngu' y chau chyc bén minh, ma sao con gay
xanh, ¢6 vé la lut hon xua.” [8; tr.312]. Trong phan canh nay, néu &nh mét nhin con dim
dam cta nguoi thiéu phu duoc “phét hién” boi mot nguoi ké bén ngoai, thi nhiing ndi dau
X6t trong long chi ¢é phu thiép Bui Thi Thanh méi tuong tan duoc. Dén khi hoang dé truyén
cho Luong tan dwoc phép mang ca cong tir Ung HO - dra con thir hai caa nang pha thiép
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nhap cung, thi Bui Thi Thanh khong con ngin duoc dong nuwéc mét. Va trong mot cai nhin
dang phizc, nguoi ké chuyén cing lic nhin thiy canh “Ca nha Kién Thai cong nhat loat quy
xudng tung h6” va canh “Phu thiép Bui Thi Thanh quy lau nhat, nang khau dau, mat Gp han
xudng dat, ¢ che dong nude miét tudn trao.” [8; tr.313]. Thi ra, véi phu thiép, ca cai ngdi cao
kia ciing khéng quy bang tinh mau tir. Viéc di chuyén diém nhin rat linh hoat nhu vay cho
phép nha vin co thé dé dang di tir ngoai canh vao nodi tim, noéi 1én duoc nhimg diéu ma chi
quan sat bang mat/diém nhin bén ngoai s& khdng thé thay duoc.

Tir tiéu thuyét dau tay dén bo thir hai, c6 thé thay, Tran Thuy Mai di tién bo vuot
bac vé té chic tran thuat. Néu ¢ Tir Du thai hdu, nha van thé hién nhan vat va cbt truyén
cha yéu qua diém nhin bén ngoai va cong phu xay dung cac doan/cudc dbi thoai, thi ¢
Cong chiia Pong Xuan, nha tiéu thuyét da rat thanh thao trong viéc di chuyén diém nhin.
Bing céch 4y, lich sir dudi con mét cua Tran Thiy Mai da duoc tiéu thuyét hda, tré thanh
thir lich sir trong sy tudng tuwong. Tran Thiy Mai, véi viéc van dung cach tran thuat nay,
xtng dang 1 nha tiéu thuyét mang tinh than hién dai, diing nghia theo tinh than cia M.
Bakhtin: “Ngudoi viét van xudi nao chi biét néi cai cia minh bang ngdn ngir caa minh,
khong biét néi cai caa minh bang ngdn ngir cia nguoi khac (trong d6 ¢6 ngdn ngit cua
nhan vat), khong biét dua vao “phdi khi” trong cau van ctia minh nhitng tiéng ndi khac
nhau ¢ ngoai doi thi ngudi dy di ¢d gang thé nao ciing chi viét dugc nhiing sang tac bé
ngoai rat gidng tiéu thuyét nhung khong phai 1a tiéu thuyét” [5; tr.19].

3.2. Dung hop uyén chuyén giira tinh chinh xac lich sir va hw cu, twéng tuong
3.2.1. Bam bdo tinh xac thuc cia cac s kién va nhan vdt lich si

Viét tiéu thuyét lich st bang chu truong cua cai nhin toan canh (khdng tiép thu tri
thirc mot chiéu), Tran Thuy Mai d3 tranh duoc nhiing tranh céi khong can thiét. Nha vin
ciing khong c6 ¥ dinh hap dan ngudi doc bang nhitng scandal cua lich st di ¢6 vé nha vin
rat quan tam/cé nhiéu ban khoan vé hai vu an rang dong mo dau va két thic cua vuong
triéu cudi cung cua ché do phong kién Viét Nam. Quan diém “lam méi” lich sir bang
nhitng Ii giai di nguoc lai tam thic/ky e cong dong ciing khong xuat hién & hai bo tiéu
thuyét Tzr Dy thai hdu va Cong chlia Pong Xuan.

Tinh xac thuc caa lich st duge dam bao vé nguyén tic trong ca viéc sang tao truyén
ké va tao dung nhan vat. Lich st duoc thé hién theo tién trinh thoi gian, trai tir doi vua Gia
Long dén hét doi vua Bong Khanh. DU trai qua nhiéu bién thién, nhung xu thé van dong
cua dan toc trong tién trinh chung cia nhan loai da duoc thé hién nhat quan trong ca hai bo
tiéu thuyét. Phan V7 thanh cua Cong chita Dong Xuan, nha van nhu mudn tra lai cho nguoi
doc nhitng gidy phut binh tam, thu thai sau khi miét mai va cang thang theo dudi nhiing su
kién don dap, nhitng that bai lién tiép, bang viéc mo ra mot vuong trieu méi - triéu vua
Thanh Thai va nhitng d6i mai quan trong: “Trong cudn lich ban séc ddu nim cua tricu
dinh Hué, di c6 ghi thém ngay thang duong lich. Nudc Dai Viét dang dan nhap vao van
hanh chung cua thé gidi...” [9; tr.360]. Su thay doi, van dong theo quy dao cua thé gioi
vira phi hop véi quy luat khach quan, vira thé hién su doi thay manh mé caa dan toc khi
ma nhiing tu tuong tién bo da bat dau c6 nhitng mam séng mai.
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Céc vi hoang dé, nhét I nhitng ngudi ¢6 thoi gian tri vi 1au nhu Minh Mang, Thiéu
Tri, Tu Buc, tuy khong tranh khoi nhimg diém yéu ciia mot con ngudi binh thuong, nhung
déu duoc miéu ta trong tinh than ton trong lich sir. P6 van la nhitng bac “thay troi hanh
hoa”, 1a sy thé hién cao nhat long yéu nuéc va tinh than dan toc, 1a chd dya vé tinh than
ciia muén dan. Vua Minh Mang véi nhiéu tu teéng 16n, da cé nhitng chi dao quyét liét dé
gitr vitng khdi doan két dan toc (“Tram ciing da giao nhiém vu cho Nguyén, phai x6a ngay
tam |i cat ctr, 1am cho dat nudce thyc sy thdng nhat, trong hanh chinh ciing nhu trong tdm
twdng.” [7; tr.124] va nhiéu cai cach tao ra nhiing thay d6i I6n cho dit nude. Ngay ca khi
duoc miéu ta nhu mot con ngudi binh thudng véi niém say mé tiu sic pham tuc, Minh
Mang van khong quén viéc nudc:

“M4y thang troi, Nguy@n Thi Bao duoc chuyén siang. Nha vua thoi gian 4y chi chuyén
tdm cd hai viéc, ma viéc nao ngai cling lam tan tdm tan lyc khong thién bén nao hon. Do la
viéc xudng hoa thi ca vai nang quy nhan sung ai, va viéc tap trung don déc cong viéc bén bo
Ho. S¢ di trong sau B, vua chd tam vao bo Ho 13 vi dang co nan d6i & mién Trung va mién
Bic, do anh huong may tran hut 16n tir mua thu ndm trude.” [6; tr.209].

Hoang dé Thiéu Tri l1ang man, giau tinh cam nhung ludn biét tién luong nhitng viéc
trong dai:

“Nam Binh Ngo, Hoang dé Thiéu Tri lo xa vé viéc tau Ty thuong dom ngé ngoai
bién, nén cho dac thém mudi hai khau dai bac than cong. Qua nim Mui, siing diic xong,
kich ¢& va stic cong pha déu hon han cic sung duc thoi Minh Mang. Puoc ban hiéu 1a
Than Uy Phuc Vién Pai Tudng Quan, mudi hai khau than cong ay la niém tu hao cua quan
doi, 1a sy an long cua dan chang.” [8; tr.37].

Vua Tu Buc, ngay tir khi thue dan Phap dat chan 1én dat Nam Ky d3 xac dinh tinh
than chién dau (“Du cua trdm: Truyén cho si dan Nam Ky ang mo khai nghia, giup triéu
dinh danh giic, gianh lai ¢at Gia Dinh™) va trudc sau van giit virng tinh than danh gidc dén
cung. Tinh than yéu nuéc, long tu ton dan toc duoc thé hién ¢ vua Ty Duc va céc vi
Hoang dé triéu Nguyén ciing chinh 1a tinh than bat khuat, kién trung, quyét gitr gin ting
tc dat thiéng liéng cha ong dé lai cua toan thé dan toc ta, trai qua may nghin nim dung
nudéc va gitr nuéc khdng nhitng khong phai nhat ma ngay cang duoc t tham.

Tu tudng trung quan cling dugc thé hién rat nhat quan trong ca hai bo tiéu thuyét. Lé
Vin Duyét, Pham Pang Hung, Truong Pang Qué (Tir Dy thai hgu), Phan Thanh Gian,
Nguyén Tri Phuong, Hoang T4 Viém (Céng chiia Pong Xuan) déu la nhiing vi quan dai
than mot long trung quan & qudc, dem hét tai nang va sic lyc ciia minh dé pho vua gitp
nuéc. Pham Pang Hung mac du hiéu tan chan to k& toc cudc sdéng & cung phu (“Nang o,
trong cung chinh Ia chd thiéu an toan nhat!”), du chiu nhiéu oan khuat, bi giam vao biét
thit nha lao Thira Phu, nhung khong hé oan than, khi duwoc minh oan, dugc vua Minh
Mang tiép tuc trong dung giao giir chirc Tong tai Qudc sir quan, da “bang hoang cam
d6ng” ta on nha vua bang nhiing 10i tan day long. Truong Dang Qué 1a mot nguoi dic biét,
van vo song toan, “da hai 1an duoc hai tién dé chon 1am dai than c6 ménh” boi vi “la mot
t6i trung hiém c6 trén doi. Lic gia yéu sap roi chirc phan, van con lo nghi muu ké 1au dai
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cho dat nuéc” [8; tr.293]. Ngay ca nhitng vi dau 6c tinh théng, cap tién nhung rat phuc tap
nhu Nguyén Van Tuong, Ton That Thuyét, tu twong trung quan van 1 “kim chi nam” cho
moi hanh dong cua ho. Béi vi vai ho, “trung quan” 1a “ai qudc”: “Nguoi nghi ta hanh dong
vi Hoang dé. Thit ra, ciing khong han vay dau. Ta hanh dong Vi su tri an cua dat nudc. Ta
phuc tung Hoang dé, vi ngai la biéu hién cua trat tu xa tic. Lam quan la sy nghiép cua ta,
an bang té thé 12 muc dich cua ta!” [8; tr.249].

Tinh chén x&c lich st cling duoc thé hién trong thai do tr bi, bao dung day tinh nhan
van cua cac nhan vat lich sir ma cong chtia Ngoc TU - con géi vua Gia Long 1a mot biéu
hién sinh dong. Khi Hanh Thao - mot nd ti trong phu - thanh that thd nhan lai lich cua
minh 13 “dong ddi cua triéu than Tay Son”, cong chiia “ling nguoi di. Vé mat dang diu
dang, hién tir chot nhan nham lai”. Tuy vdy, sy thay déi cam xdc cua cong chia khong
phai do nhitng su that “kinh hoang” duoc tiét 16, ma chi yéu la vi cau chuyén caa Hanh
Thao goi lai “ca mot thoi chién tranh dAm mau”. Cong chiia cang ngac nhién, xuc dong
hon khi Hanh Thao giai thich vé Ii do khdng tra thd, do Hanh Thao da duoc sung vao bép
cung dinh, tro thanh ngudi niu cdc moén an dang Ién hoang thuong. Cudc gap gd giita
Hanh Thao - chau noi Tran Van Ky, mot bé t6i than can cia hoang dé Quang Trung, Véi
cong chiia Ngoc T - Thai truéng cua hoang dé Gia Long, tir nhitng ban khoan nghi ngd
ban dau di tro' thanh mot mdi tri ky cua tinh mau tir: “Thay cong chla khoc, Hanh Thao
voi dén bén ba, vé vé. Cong chlia bat giac 6m nang vao long, thét 1én mot tiéng: “Con
0i!”.” [6; tr.299]. Va hanh trinh cia Hanh Thao canh cong chiia cho dén khi ba qua doi 1a
hanh trinh hda giai moi han thi cua cudc di thay tridu dai, huéng vé tinh yéu thuong cia
nhitng nguoi trong cling mot nuéc. Sudt hai bo tiéu thuyét cua Tran Thiy Mai, 1ong tir bi,
bao dung khéng chi ngéap tran trong long céng chda Ngoc Td, Hanh Thao, Thai hau Tu
Du..., ma con xuat hién trong nhiéu nhan vat. Do ciing 1a mot can tinh/pham tinh dan toc,
mot nét dep van hoa chwa bao gid mat di cua nguoi Viét, di sudt bon nghin nam, dan toc
d3 phai trai qua nhiéu bién thién, thang trdm mang tinh lich st.

C6 thé thay, van dé tinh xac thuc lich sir & day khong duoc hiéu mot cach khd khan
may moc 1a dem d6i chiéu cac su kién, nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét véi su kién, nhan vat
trong str ky/trudc tac lich sir. Trong quyén ning cua mot nha tiéu thuyét lich st, Tran Thiy
Mai nhu ngudi tha diéu, chi ding mét soi day budc chat vao mat dit, dé cho canh diéu tha
hd bay bong, ngan vang. Nhitng sang tao lich sir cua Tran Thay Mai du rat phong phd, linh
dong nhung khong di ra ngoai nhitng ¢t I6i lich sir, nhitng van dé truong ton/bat bién cua
mot thoi dai cling nhu ciia moi thoi dai. Trong trudng hop nay, su tu do cua tiéu thuyét qua
la “mot khia canh thi phap” [2].

3.2.2. Sirc twdng twong dwroc phdt huy cao dé dé séng tao nhitng chuyén ké mai

Ciing chinh vi yéu cau cao cua viéc ké cac cau chuyén khong dwoc chép trong chinh
st tinh d6i thoai/kha nang ddi thoai cua tiéu thuyét cang cao. Theo M. Bakhtin, trong sang
tao van hoc, nhat 1a tiéu thuyét, d6i thoai khong chi duoc sir dung nhu mét hinh thic bd
cuc ngdn ngir, ma con cé thé tham thau trong toan bo cau trdc, toan bo cac ting ¥ nghia va
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biéu cam, tao nén tinh ddi thoai cua mot vin ban. Va chinh “tinh di thoai noi tai iy cua
ngdn tir, vén khdng biéu hién bang nhiing hinh thirc b cuc ddi thoai bén ngoai, khdng tach
roi nhu mot hanh dong doc 1ap khoi qua trinh ngén tir thau tiép déi twong - chinh tinh ddi
thoai noi tai dy lai c6 mot sirc manh cau tao phong cach vo cung to 16n” [5, 98]. N6 lam
nén chat tiéu thuyét - thir men khién cho nguoi ta say doc mét cudn sach. Di voi sach viét
vé lich st, diéu nay lai cang hét stic quan trong, bai ban than lich st ma ngudi ta tri nhan,
thong thuong chi 1a nhiing sy kién, con sb, tén ngudi gin véi nhimg dia danh chién
tran/chién thang. Tiéu thuyét dem dén cho nhitng tén ngudi véi cong hay toi mot hinh hai
cu thé, nhitng 101 no6i sinh dong, nhitng biéu hién tinh té/tinh vi cua nét mit, ct chi, diéu
bo...; nhiing dia danh/chién cong khdng con la mot cai tén, thay vao do sé la mot cau
chuyén tinh yéu, mét tin niém d6 v& hay mét tran chién dir doi, khdc liét/oanh liét. Nha
tiéu thuyét, bang tri twong tuong phi thuong, di tao nén vo van chi tiét nghé thuat, lam
séng td mot chan dung, mot su kién, mot giai doan, mot bdi canh caa lich st N6i cach
khéc, nha tiéu thuyét duoc phép va c6 du kha nang lam nhiing viéc ma nha chép st khdng
thé 1am va khong duoc phép lam.

Trong bo ba tiéu thuyét n6i vé cong cudc phuc hung nha chiia Nguyén cua Tan Dan
Tu (Gia Long tdu quéc, Hoang tir Canh nhw Tdy, Gia Long phuc quéc), ngudi doc it thay
bong dang cua cac vuong mau, vuong phi/hoang hau. Chi khi tinh thé nan nguy hoic can
c6 nhitng quyét dinh trong dai, cAc nhan vat ndy méi xuat hién va thuong 1a bén canh
Nguyén vuong, trong tu thé cua nguoi ling nghe va bi thuyét phuc hay néi nhitng 10i hitu
ly. Chang han vuwong miu, vuong phi, Ngoc Du cong chda cung xuét hién & hoi thi hai
muoi (Gia Long tau quac) khi “Dac Nguyén - vuong cau Xiém ciu vién”; cong chua
Ngoc Dué tir hoi thir hai muoi bén (Gia Long tdu quéc) thi duoc miéu ta nhu mot trang liét
nir; vuong phi ¢ hoi thir bay (Hoang Ti Canh nhw Tdy) duoc miéu ta 1a mot nguoi rat
thdng minh hién duc, nghe 16 Hoang thuong, hanh dong cé ich cho nhan quan, nhat 1a cho
su phét trién caa phu nit. Con & Tur Dy thai hdu, 1an dau tién nhimg “cudc chién chbn tham
cung” cua mot vuong tridu, trong mot hoang cung dwoc phoi 16, dwgc miéu ta can canh,
tuong tan, tro thanh cha dé chinh cua tac pham. Theo d6, ¢6 rat nhiéu nhan vat chua ting
Xuit hién trong sach str va tiéu thuyét vé triéu Nguyén, nhu ciia Tan Dan T chang han, da
xut hién, tham chi, dugc khic hoa rd nét moi phuong dién con ngudi. Nhi phi caa vua Gia
Long la mot vi du rat tiéu biéu. Trong cac cudc chién qua bon doi vua, Nhi phi Tran Thi
Pang ludn 1a nhan vat trung tam, 14 ngudi khoi xudng. Ba khong chi mudn sip dat lai dia
vi cho minh, cho con trai minh (Hoang tr Bam), ma con cho ca chau noi (Hoang ton
Téng). Vay nén, moi loi noi, hanh dong cua Nhi phi déu chira dung nhitng muu toan. Tran
Thuy Mai d3 danh nhiéu tir ngir dic ta ngoai hinh, 151 noi, hanh dong, khic hoa rd nét mot
ngudi dan ba ham quyén lyc, nhiéu muu ké, dd mudn gi 1a quyét 1am cho bang dugc.

Ca hai bo tiéu thuyét déu cd rat nhiéu nhan vat phu - nhitng nhan vat budc vao tiéu
thuyét lich sir nhu nhitng cai bong mo' cua birc tranh can canh. Nhung chinh ho lai Ia thanh
phan mag rong, lam mai, dem lai hing tha cho ca nguoi viét 1dn nguoi doc. Nhitng nhan
vat nhu Vi Stru, Hanh Thao, Pham phu nhan (Tir Dy thai hgu), VG Nhy, U Tham (Céng
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chila Pong Xuan) hién ra nhu nhitng con ngudi bang xwong bang thit véi suy nghi, cach
hanh xt, 161 noi rat dung ngudi, ding bdén phan, dia vi. Mai cau chuyén vé ho, nha van déu
cho thdy sy séng dong vo van cua doi sdng. Vé co ban, cd thé thiy, cac méi quan hé, cac
cudc gap gd, cac man ddi thoai giita cac nhan vat déu dem lai cam giac that sinh dong, nhu
la ho dang séng. Pung nhu quan diém cua G. Lucass khi n6i vé sy khac biét giita nhan vat
lich sir va nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét lich sir: “Nhan vat cua tiéu thuyét lich st duoc trao
cho sy séng, con cac nhan vt lich st thi da séng” [1].

Phan tai hién khong gian lich str ciing 1a nhitng sang tao truyén ké rit dang ghi nhan
cua Tran Thuy Mai. Véi tri tuong twong phong phi, nha van da mé ta nhiéu kiéu thoi gian,
khong gian, bao quét sudt ca chiéu dai lich st dan toc thé ky XIX. Tuy nhién, ching toi
dic biét 4n twong voi mot khong gian rat dic thu 1a khdng gian kinh thanh, cé d6. Khong
gian kinh thanh dugc tao dyng bang rat nhidu nhirng tir ngit chi noi chén nhu T Cam
Thanh véi dién Van Minh, dién Can Thanh, dién Thanh Hoa, dién Can Chéanh; cac vién
nhu vién Tan Trang, vién Doan Trang, vién Thai y, vién Han lam/Han I1am vién; cac cung
that nhu cung Tir Tho, cung Poan Trang, cung Tan Trang, cung Khon Thai; cac phu nhu
phu cdng chlia, Anh Dué vuong phu, Tén Nhan phu... Trong khong gian dic thi dy, rat
nhiéu vat/do vat ciing dugc goi bang cai tén riéng c6 cua nd: “an thu”, “tau s¢”, “biéu”,
“4n kiém”, “diéu tran”... Khong gian kinh thanh khong chi ¢6 T Cam Thanh, bén ngoai
Ta Cam Thanh 13 Binh An duong, 13 nhitng viing ngoai 6 gin lién véi canh sic dat kinh
thanh nhu Kim Long, V¥ Da. Phu ctia cong chia Ngoc Tu la mét sy mo rong khéng gian,
tiép tuc khic hoa nhiing nét riéng cia mot ving dat: “Phit Long Thanh quay lung ra bo
song Huong, c6 cong sau bang tre dan xudng bén thuyén” [6; tr.193]. Chua Thién My -
ngdi chua ndi tiéng ca nudc, ciing 1a khong gian dic trung cta xi Hué. Noi nay duoc chon
dé 1ap dan chay trong 18 cau siéu cho tién dé Gia Long. Chi vai nét cham phé, Tran Thly
Mai da goi ra mot khong gian ménh mong va huyén diéu, linh thiéng cua dai 18 cau siéu.
Diéu d6 du cho thiy hoang dé Gia Long c6 vi tri nhu thé nao trong long dan ching.

Nét dic thi caa khong gian kinh thanh, ciia manh dat ¢é dé 1a cac 1 hoi, trong d6 co
tiét Thanh Tho - ming sinh nhat Hoang Théi hau. P4y 1a dip triéu dinh ra 1énh dic xa cho
thién ha. L& hoi nay do vay khong chi thé hién su nhan tir cia ba Hoang Thai hau Tir Du,
ma con 1a cach dé ba cd thé “dé phudc cho hoang ton”. Tiéc vui Poan Ngo (ngdy ming
nam thang nam) ciing 1a mét dip vui trong nam. Trong dip nay, “thi nit dang cac moén an
quy lam tir thit vit va hat k&, ngoai ra con cd cac mon banh Hué 1am véi tdm chiy thom
ngon. MUi tdm, mui thit, mui nuéc chim thom Iimg” [7; tr.38]. Mot vai miéu ta ngan
nhung di goi dugc mot khdng gian cao sang, quyén quy, véi nhimg nét dic sic cua nghé
thuat 4m thuc. Nha vin ciing khong quén noi vé I8 té Nam Giao - 18 hoi dac biét nhat, dugc
chuan bi cdng phu nhat trong nam. Vi nhiing gi Tran Thay Mai miéu ta trong Tir Dy thai
hdu, ngudi doc khéng chi hinh dung dugc mot nét dep phong tuc thoi nha Nguyén tri vi
dat nuwdc, ma con thay rd doi séng tam linh 13 mot phan khong thé thiéu déi véi nguoi Viét.
Vay nén, di c6 ding nhiing yéu té Ky ao dé biéu dat cau chuyén cho logic, ngudi doc van
nhan thiy diéu d6 hoan toan phu hop vai tam thic dan toc.
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4. KET LUAN

Tran thuat tir diém nhin bén trong va linh hoat di chuyén diém nhin 1 phuong thirc tu
su hién dai. Phuong thire nay duoc Tran Thiy Mai van dung thuan thuc va hiéu qua, két hop
véi viéc dung hop uyén chuyén giira tinh chinh xac lich sir va sy hu ciu, tuong trong da gop
phan 1am nén thanh cdng cho céc tiéu thuyét Tor Dy thai hdu va Céng chiia Pong Xuan.
Nhirng hinh twong nghé thuat séng dong, sau sic, chira dung nhiéu khia canh ciia con ngudi
bén trong ciing gop phan mé rong chidu kich con ngudi. Nhan vat lich sir khong con 1a
nhiing cai tén voi mot sb dic diém, cong trang hay toi 16i, ma nhu nhitng con ngudi bang
xuong bang thit vai tat ca nhiing biéu hién phong pha, phic tap nhét. Va trong nhiing khong
gian van hoa - lich sir dic thu, nhitng nhan vat dy thé hién sy van dong, van hanh cua lich st.
Noi cach khac, ho 1am cho lich sir khéng tinh tai ma dang van dong, bién ddi, dung nhu ban
chat caa n6. DU ¢6 nhiéu tiéng noi phic tap khac nhau, nhung tinh than co ban thé hién trong
cac nhan vat lich sir & hai bo tiéu thuyét nay 1 long yéu nudc va y thic dan toc. N6 khién
cho nguoi doc thém tran quy va tu hao vé lich sir dat nude bon nghin nam.
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THE NARRATIVE POETICS IN THE HISTORICAL NOVELS
BY TRAN THUY MAI

Le Tu Anh, Nguyen Thi Thanh Nga, Le Thi Hue
ABSTRACT

Tran Thuy Mai is among the prominent figures in contemporary Vietnamese
literature. With two historical novels, Empress Dowager Tu Du (T« Du thai hgu, 2019)
and Dong Xuan Princess (Cong chiia Pong Xuan, 2023), Tran Thuy Mai demonstrates
prolific and dynamic writing with profound strength. Her historical novels reveal not only
the author’s deep understanding of history but also her mastery of the characteristics of
the novel genre, seamlessly integrating the distinctive features of both historical and
fictional narratives. The art of narration, with flexible use of point of view and flexible
fusion between historical accuracy, fiction and imagination, is one of the aspects
contributing to the success of Tran Thiy Mai’s novels. Applying theories of narrative and
novel studies, this article clarifies the distinctive features and contributions of the author
to the genre of historical fiction.

Keywords: Tran Thuy Mai, historical novel, narration, novel poetics.
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