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CAM QUAN HAU HIEN PAI VE CON NGUOI
TRONG TIEU THUYET CUA JOHN MAXWELL COETZEE

Bui Dién Nguyén®
TOM TAT

John Maxwell Coetzee quan niém x& héi bao gom nhiéu manh v, hén don nén
con nguoi song trong xa hgi dé ciing khong hoan hdo, bé tac va vé vun. Bang tai ning
va cam quan tinh té, trong tiéu thuyét, J.M. Coetzee xay dung nhiéu kiéu nhan vt mang
ddam nét dac trung cua van hoc hdu hién dgi. Bai nghién cuizu nay tdp trung khai thac cam
quan cia J.M. Coetzee vé con nguoi qua mét so kiéu nhan vat: khiém khuyét, bat toan,
liru vong, bi ruéng b, hoai nghi, bdt tin nhdn thic. Tir @6, bai viét gép phan khai thac, 1i
gigi nhitng via tang ngi dung bén trong tac pham tir phan anh hién thyec xa héi dén phoi
bay ban chat, hdu qua ma ché dé Apartheid da gay ra cho con nguoi; dong thoi thay
duwoC Sw trdn tré cua nha van vé cac vdn dé lien quan dén con nguoi nhw phan biét
chung tdc, bi ruong bd, heu vong, hodi nghi, bdt tin nhdn thizc... trong x& héi Nam Phi
giai dogn ngu tri va hgu ky Apartheid.

Tu khoa: John Maxwell Coetzee, cam quan hdu hién dai, con nguoi, xa hgi Nam Phi,
ché dé Apartheid.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.70117/hdujs.72.01.2025.556

1. PAT VAN BE

V4o nira cudi thé ky XIX, Nam Phi nhanh chong cham dut chudi ngay binh yén ma
bat dau nhitng thang ngay u am, den tdi dudi sy thiét 1ap va cai tri caa ché do phan biét
chang toc - Apartheid. Xa hoi Nam Phi dugc phan chia thanh hai mang 16n “den - tring”
tuong trung cho ngudi da den - ngudi da tring. Nguoi da den bi cAm doan trén hau hét tat
ca cac phuong dién, bi 4p bic, chiu nhiéu bat cong, phi ly va trg thanh né 1& cho ngudi da
trang. Cudc séng cua ho tran ngap trong bong téi, bi tude di nhitng quyén co ban cua con
ngudi, dién hinh nhu ho khong duoc song va kinh doanh trong khu vuc ctua ngudi da trang,
“nguwoi da den khong phai la cobng dan cua Nam Phi, ma la céng dan cua cdac khu “qué
hwong” (homeland) doc ldp” [12; tr.31], tic 1 nhitng ving dat duoc phan chia cho ngudi
da den sinh séng tach biét. Nam Phi 1am vao tinh trang loan ly, mat can bang tram trong,
kéo dai trén dién rong. Tir day, xa hoi Nam Phi c6 sy phan tang giai cap, quyén luc rd rét,
“sye thién vi nay dwong nhién gilip nguwoi da trang tré nén gidu ¢, nguoi da den nghéo di,
chénh léch giau nghéo gita nguoi da tring va da den ngdy cang lon”, “dia Vi Ciia nguoi
da trang ngay dwgc ning cao, nguoi da den ngay cang bi coi thwong, khinh ré” [12; tr.
43]. Bo mat xa hoi thay ddi va bat dau phan rd, mau thuin kich liét giira cac giai cap,
chung toc xay ra ngay cang nhiéu, tao nén mot bbi canh hdn don.
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J.M. Coetzee sinh ra va In 1én trong thoi dai ¢ nhiéu bién dong, mau thuan trong Iong x&
hoi dang trao, nhiing cudc bao chién dién ra nay lra, “hdng loat cudc dan dp dd man” cia chinh
quyén ddi v6i nguoi phan ché do Apartheid, “xa hdi bat on, bao lue gia tang” [12; tr.46]. Bang
ngoi bit cua minh, J.M. Coetzee da tai hién, t6 cdo chién tranh Apartheid cting nhiing hé luy,
su khé dau ma né gay ra cho xa hoi va con ngudi. Hién thuc v vun, hdn don va phi trung tam
da cung cap chat liéu cho J.M. Coetzee xay dung nhitng nhan vat ma su ton tai cua ho giéng
nhu cac manh v, roi rac va doc lap, bi Kim kep trong “gong kim” Apartheid.

Trong thoi dai ma Coetzee sinh séng (thé ki XX), cha nghia hau hién dai 3 manh
nha xuét hién, dugc gigi nghién ctru chu ¥, dao sau va dat duoc nhiéu thanh tyu vé I luan
Ian thyc tién phé binh. Trong d6, khai niém quan trong dé danh gia mot tic pham thuoc
chu nghia hau hién dai 1a cam quan hau hién dai. Co thé ndi, cam quan nay xuat hién
“trén co s¢ Cua t twong, Y thirc, cia nhing quan niém mdi vé cuge song, vé con ngueoi
trong xa héi hdu céng nghiép véi nhitng gia tri bi dé vé, véi nhieng khing hodng niém tin
va bat an, véi si hodi nghi vé truyén thong, vé chan |i, véi sy hon dén cua thé gisi trong
mét giai doan, mét thoi ki “khdc” truée” [1; tr.36]. Nén tang hién thuc xa hoi Nam Phi da
g6p phan 1am nén cam quan cia J.M. Coetzee. Bai viét khai thac duoc cac kiéu con nguoi
trong tiéu thuyét cua Coetzee mang dam nét dic trung ciia van hoc hau hién dai. Nghién
ctru cam quan hau hién dai vé con nguoi trong tiéu thuyét cia J.M. Coetzee gop phan lam
& dwoc nhan sinh quan, thé gi¢i quan cia nha van. Chinh vi thé, nghién cau nay c6 y
nghia thiét thuc ca vé ly luan va thyc tién.

2. PHUONG PHAP VA NOI DUNG NGHIEN CUU
2.1. Phwong phap nghién ciru

Nghién cau sir dung chi yéu cac phuong phap sau: Phuong phap phén tich - tong
hop duoc st dung dé khao sat, phan tich tiéu thuyét caa J.M. Coetzee nhu mot hé théng
gia tri, chi y dén mdi quan hé giita cac thanh té dé 1am co so kién giai, phan tich; Phuong
phap x& hoi hoc duoc van dung dé tim hiéu bdi canh x& hoi Nam Phi trong giai doan ngy
tri va hau ky Apartheid nham gop phan kién giai, phan tich sy tac dong cua bdi canh xa hoi
dén doi séng nhan vat; Phuong phép so sanh sir dung dé so sanh gitta cac nhan vat trong
tiéu thuyét cuia J.M. Coetzee dé thiy duoc su tuong ddng hoic khéc biét khi duoc dat trong
cuing bdi canh x4 hoi, tir d6, nhan manh bi kich hodc pham chét cua nhan vat.

2.2. N§i dung nghién ctru
2.2.1. Con nguoi khiém khuyét, bt toan

Nhan vat khiém khuyét, bat toan la kiéu nhan vat khong tron ven, bi thiéu sét vé hinh
thé hoac Ia sy bat 6n, chan thuong vé tm hon. Kiéu nhan vat nay 1a mot trong nhiing phuong
tién dé J.M. Coetzee boc 16 tur tedng, quan niém nghé thuat va cam quan vé con ngudi.

J.M. Coetzee, da phac hoa mot hién thuc Nam Phi nghiét nga, oai oam va&i nhitng
gam mau chu dao 1a “den” va “tring” - biéu trung cho vin d& phan biét chung toc
Apartheid & qudc gia da sic toc, da ton gido nay. Ton tai trong giai doan lich sir den t6i 4y,
con nguoi bi phan tan thanh chu thé phi trung tam, séng chung vai vo van hiém hoa va tro
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nén bét toan, khiém khuyét vé thé xéac 1an tinh than. Tur nhimg trang dau tién trong Cugc
doi va thoi dai cuia Michael K, J.M. Coetzee d3 phac hoa mot Michael K ¢6 chiéc méi “sit
mé” nhu dy bdo mot manh doi khong lanh 1an. Do khiém khuyét vé ngoai hinh, Michael K
bi bo roi, c6 don trén hanh trinh tim kiém ty do, truy tim ban nga va bi xa hoi, thuc tai hat
tung ra khoi quy dao cugc sbng. Cudc doi cua anh 1 cude doi cua nhitng con ngudi bo vo,
tro troi, ding ngoai 1& xa hoi. Ngoai khiém khuyét vé co thé, Michael K con mang “ddu 6c¢
chdm hiéu, kho khéch” [6; tr.14]. Khi me mét, Michael K bi dua vao trai tap trung vi moi
nguoi xem anh la nhitng ké bénh tat: “Ho noi la ching ta mang bénh tat. Khong vé sinh
Khéng dao dicc” [6 tr. 149]. Michael K bi xem nhu 14 loai bo sat nhé bé, vd hai. Dé ri,
anh tu dao hang dé sdng tach biét véi xa hoi. RO rang, Michael K lubn séng trong su so
hi, bt an trudc nhitng thé lyc da tru dap minh. Anh bi ép minh vao nhitng cudc noi chién
trong vo thirc. Céc cudc ndi chién dé ciing khong co tén, khuyét thiéu nhu nhan vat.
Michael K séng khong dau tranh hay phan khang quyét liét dé ton tai, ma thay vao do, anh
chon cach thoa hiép bang im lang, séng nhu dam cén trung, cay co. Nhan vat co don, tro
thanh ké ngoai vi trudc thoi cudc, “con ngudi thira” trong xa hoi. Db véi tac pham nay,
J.M. Coetzee khong thi vi hda cac ca thé, nguoc lai, nha van dé cho nhan vat hién 1én tran
trui, chan that nhu nhiing gi vén co, 1a mot con ngudi di dang, khiém khuyét tir thé thirc
bén ngoai cho dén tam thirc bén trong.

Gidng véi Michael K, Paul Rayment ciing bi khiém khuyét vé ngoai hinh, nhung
ngudn goc khiém khuyét cua ho lai khéc nhau. Néu Michael K khiém khuyét tir ngoai hinh
dén tinh than do bam sinh thi Paul Rayment khuyét thiéu vi bi tai nan va tir d6 dan dén
chan thuong, mac cam trong tam hon. Paul Rayment hién 1én 1a mot 6ng gia bi cua mat
mét chan do tai nan xe. Viéc mat di mot phan chan 1a mot sy dau kho dbi véi mot ngudi
nhiép anh gia nhu Paul Rayment. X4u ho voi khuyét thiéu cia ban than, nhan vat coi minh
la ké vo ich, vd gié tri. Nhanh chong, Paul Rayment roi vao guc ngd mudn tu két lidu cudc
doi tan tat ciaa minh, vi 6ng biét ban than hoan toan khong cé twong lai. Ong ngai tiép xdc
Vi tat ca moi nguoi, dac biét 1a phu nix, ng tu nhdt trong cin nha, 6m hét nhitng ndi co
don, ty ti bai nhitng mac cam ban than. T su khuyét thiéu ngoai hinh, Paul Rayment lun
séng trong nhiing hoai nghi, lo lang vé kha nang sinh li cua ban than. Ong ban khoin
khong biét “trong cdi co quan sinh duc Kiét qué cia éng” [9; tr.64] ¢ con du tinh tring dé
thuc hién nhitng ham muén manh liét vé xac thit va dua tinh tring vao dung chd nita hay
khong? Tir khiém khuyét ngoai hinh, J.M. Coetzee di dé cho nhan vat cia minh roi vao
vong xoay cua nhirng hoai nghi, mac cam tu ti, c6 don, tré thanh mét con nguoi nhay cam
va chin thuong vé tam ly. Su khuyét thiéu, bat toan da tao nén rao chin, day nhan vat tach
biét ra khoi cac méi quan hé, dua nhan vat di tir c6 don dén hoai nghi, tir tran tro dén tuyét
vong, cudi cung, c6 day nhan vat vao con duong cling quan, vong mang.

Ngoai nguyén nhan khuyét thiéu vé ngoai hinh din dén méo mo vé tam ly, J.M.
Coetzee con dan sau vao qua trinh xay dung Kiéu con nguoi mang chan thuong vé tam
hon, tam 1y d6 v boi do nhiéu nguyén nhan khéc. Trong Giira mién dat dy, Magda bi chan
thuong tinh than do chiu nhiéu ndi bét hanh trong cudc séng. Tir nho, ¢d phai chung kién
nhiing canh bao luc gia dinh, séng trong c¢6 don, thiéu vang ca tinh yéu cua ca cha va me.
Ké tir khi me qua doi, Magda roi vao bé tic khi ngay qua thang lai ¢6 ludn bi ngudi cha
dam duc nhét trong ngdi nha bé nho gitra sa mac hoang tan, thiéu ving bong ngudi. Cang
I6n, Magda cang y thirc dwoc su khuyét thiéu ciia chinh minh, cang tuyét vong, roi vao
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hoang loan, dién dai: “Ai do phai lam cho t6i tr¢ thanh mét nguoi dan ba, ai do phdi
khoan thing t6i dé tam trang gia céi chdy ra” [7; tr.162]. Magda ty vi minh: “T6i la mét
cai 16 khéc than vi khéng dwoc day” [7; tr.80]. Bé rdi, Magda tré nén dau don hon khi bi
cudng birc. Nhan vat 1am vao bi kich, bt toan trudc nhitng udc mo cua ban than, phai ty
minh ganh chiu nhiing khiém khuyét tinh than. G Magda mac du chi xuat hién c6 sy khiém
khuyét vé mat tam ly, bat on trong tdm hon nhung nha vin di khac hoa, an giau su bat toan
ay tan sau trong 16p vo ven nguyén cua thé xac.

Tat ca con ngudi trong xa hoi, tir nguodi da den (Michael K) dén nguoi da tring
(Magda, Paul Rayment) déu bi thiét ché, chién tranh cudp doat di cac quyén co ban lam
nguoi, khat khao thyc hién dugc udc nguyén nhung bét thanh, tré thanh nhimg con nguoi
khiém khuyét, bat toan ton tai nhu ciy co, kho khan trong viéc kiém tim niém an ui, phai
séng mot cude doi vo vi. Mac di, ché do Apartheid & Nam Phi dang c6 dau hiéu muyc rudng,
suy doi dao durc nhung thé lyc van con rit manh va gay ra cho con ngudi khdng it nhimng dau
thuong vé thé xac 13n tinh than. Con ngudi khang cu khdng thanh, cudi cting ho lra chon
cach sdng im lang, budng xudi hay lan trén, tach minh ra khoi xa hoi day phi li, bat cong.

Trong Cuéc doi va thoi dai cua Michael K, khéng chi Michael K, nhiéu nhan vat vo
danh khéc trén chuyén tau hay ¢ trai tap trung ciing 1a nan nhan chién tranh, mang chan
thuong tdm 1y. Ho ¥ thire duoc nhimg diéu toi té dang hién dién trong cudc song, nhung
chap nhan budng xudi dé bi bat vao trai tap trung hay sira chita dudng ray. Nhiing con
ngudi binh thuong, khong khiém khuyét tinh than nhung lai thua Michael K khi ho lai
khong tinh tdo nhan ra chién tranh, hién thuc cudc song dang dan bép méo tam hon, dua
dén nhiing chan thuong tam 1y J.M. Coetzee lo ling, trin trd vé tinh trang con ngudi binh
thudng nhung lai mo mang, mu mj khi khéng thdy can bénh cua ban than dang gap phai,
khéng cam nhan duoc tam hon dang ngay cang mang véac nhitng ndi lo au vé hinh. Néu ci
diém nhién budng xubi, phuc tung thi trong twong lai, ho s& bién thanh mot con nguoi
khiém khuyét, bat toan thuc thu.

Bén canh cac nhan vat khiém khuyét, bat toan im liang, chap nhan budng xudi thi c6
mét s6 nhan vat khiém khuyét lai dimg 1én, vuot qua ranh gisi khéng hoan hao cia ban than
ma tim dugc niém tin trong cudc sdng. Paul Rayment (Ngwoi chdm) 1a tim guwong dién hinh
cho nghi luc séng phi thuong. Ké tir I0c tai nan xe mat di phan nira cuia mot cai chan, éng roi
VAo tuyét vong. Marijna da gitip ong c6 thém dong luc dé tiép tuc cudc song. Tudng rang su
tiéu cyc trong Paul Rayment s& hién hitu mdi méi, nhung nao ngo, chi sau lan gap dau tién
ngudi dan ba ho 1y da khoi dy tinh than ham séng cua Paul Rayment. Ong cam thay cudc
doi ¢6 nhiéu diéu thi vi, tuoi dep hon va quén di nhitng suy nghi ngu ngdc cua ban than, gat
bo di nhitng diéu tiéu cuc trudc Kia ma bét dau thay vao do 1a cam xuc ai ngai khi déi dién
trude ngudi minh thich va mong muédn gitip d& nhimg dira con cia Marijana. D4i véi mot
ngudi khiém khuyét nhur Paul Rayment, ong gitip d& khong vi vu lgi ma long t6t xuat phat tir
trong chinh trai tim, tir tim 1ong nhan hau thwong x6t cho nhing dra tré.

Véi van phong gian di, J.M. Coetzee phac hoa nhitng con nguoi khiém khuyét, bat
toan sinh dong, gan giii, khong thi vi hda, thim mi héa dé phan anh mot hién thuc trdc
trac, phi Ii va ly giai bai toan vé s6 phan ciia con nguoi. Con ngudi khiém khuyét, bat toan
nhung khong vi thé ma ho mat di vé dep caa minh, qua ngoi bt ciia nha van & dau d6 van
6 su vuon 1én, ton tai nhimg cai dep an trong co thé di dang, khuyét thiéu hay tdm hon
méo ma, chan thwong.
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2.2.2. Con nguoi luu vong, bi ruong bo

Ché do phan biét chung toc khic nghiét di bat nguoi dan Nam Phi phai himg chiu vo
van ndi kh cua thoi cudc, tr thanh nhitng ké mat di niém tin trong cuc séng. Do d6, nhiéu
nguoi da roi bo 1ang qué, qudc gia ma dan than vao hanh trinh luu vong, dé rdi phai ganh chiu
nhitng ndi dau khi bi ngudi than, cong ddng va xa hoi ruong bo. Thém vao do, “¢ Nam Phi
nhitng nha vén da den trong d6 cé cd nhitng nha vin da trdng Viét vé nguoi da den bi hanh
ha, dan dp, kiém duyét bai chinh quyeén da trang, nhiéu nguoi bi tii day. Nhitng nguoi khac
phdi chon kiép Séng luu vong” [13; tr.47], trong do, ngoai Coetzee con cd Can Themba,
Nathaniel Nakasa, Zakes Mda,... “déu bj bugc phai leu vong dé khéi bi giam " [13; tr.47].

Con ngudi luu vong, bi rudng bo 13 kiéu con ngudi dic trung cua van chuong hau
hién dai. J.M. Coetzee 1a nha van mang tam thic luu vong. Trong trang van cua Coetzee,
ta nhan thay c6 hai kiéu con nguoi luu vong co ban: Con ngudi luu vong tir noi nay dén
noi khac va con nguoi luu vong trong tam tudng.

Séng trong X hoi ma moi quyén luc déu nam trong chinh quyén Apartheid, con
ngudi luu vong, loay hoay kiém tim, nhan dang vian hoa ban dia trén chinh qué hwong, dat
nudc cua minh, boi [& “sir phén biét chung téc lan téa ca vao van hoa... da khoét sdu thém
khodng céach xa héi giita con nguoi véi nhau” [12; tr.30,31]. Tiéu biéu cho con ngudi
mang tam thic luu vong 1a Michael K (Cugc doi va thoi dai cua Michael K). Hanh trinh
dua me vé qué cia Michael K 1a sy an du cho qué trinh tim kiém tu do cia con nguoi
mang tam thire luu vong. Trén hanh trinh 4y, Michael K chiu biét bao ndi kho vé thé xéac
Ian tinh than. Anh lac 18ng, mat phuong huéng, roi vao trang thai c6 don trén hanh trinh
tim kiém ty do. Cang ving vay, lan tranh thiét quan luat do chinh phu lap ra thi Michael K
lai cang bé tac. Vao thoi ki ma Apartheid duoc ap dung trén dién rong, cac thiét quan luat
nay ddy nguoi da den vao tinh thé bi dong, vi viéc xin gidy théng hanh 1a khéng dé&, dic
biét ddi voi Michael K. Ché do phan biét nay da néu rd: “Néu khong cd gidy thong hanh
c6 gia trj thi c& nhan khéng c6 gidy théng hanh dé sé la doi tong bi bat tryec tiép, bi so
tham, thuwong sau dé bi truc xudt” [12; tr.29]. Do d6, hanh trinh ciia Michael K khong may
dé dang, cang dan than cang bé tac, bat luc, tuyét vong, mat két nbi. Khong thé hoa nhap
Vvéi thuc tai, Michael K séng khép kin, tach minh ra khoi x4 hoi. Anh khéng chiu séng
trong nha hay ndng trai, ma chap nhan séng chui rdc trong hang. Michael K tré thanh “con
ngudi thira” ding nghia. Michael K roi vao bé tic trén mé 16 quan quanh khéng 16i thoat
gitta“luru vong - ruong bé”, “ ruong bé - heu vong”.

Khong chi Michael K, David Lurie (Ruong bé) ciing 13 con ngudi mang cam thic
luu vong, dan than vao hanh trinh luu vong tir thanh thi tré vé ndng thon. Sau khi bi
Truong Pai hoc Téng hop Cape Town budc t6i quay rdi tinh duc va dudi viéc tro vé thi
tran Salem - viing ndng thon héo lanh, David méi nhan ra rang ban than 6ng khong thé nao
hoa nhap, bat nhip duoc Vi con nguoi noi ddy. Daivd tré thanh con nguoi thira ton tai
trong xa hoi, 6ng hoan toan bét luc, bi dong trén hanh trinh luu vong. Vé sau, David bj con
gai bo lai ndng trai, noi ma nhirng 6ng chu da trang mét di sy cam quyén va nhiing ngudi
nd 18 bat dau 16n manh, doi lai quyén lgi tir trong tay cia nhimg nguoi da trang. Tham thia
duogc sy hién ton cua ban than ¢ thuc tai, David thét 1&n: “Thdt 1a nhuc” [5; tr.267], dng cd
don dén clng cyc, tro thanh ké bi rudng bo trong hanh trinh luu lac. David dai dién cho
nhitng con ngudi da tring luu vong mang tdm thirc hau thudc dia, séng luu lac, tam bo trén
manh dét cia nhitng ngudi da den.
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J.M. Coetzee tai hién mot thé gisi dy ray han loan va bién dong, qua do, boc 16 ndi
tran trd, 10 &u véi s6 phan con nguoi. Michael K hay David 1a dai dién cho v6 s6 con ngudi
khong thé hoa nhap véi thyc tai, cam thay xa la va lac 16ng, hoai nghi vé su hién ton cua
ban than trén chinh qué huong minh, bai qué huong cua ho di khong con thudc quyén s
hitu cia nguoi da tring, “nguwoi da den bi duoi khéi cac khu viee ¢é nguoi da trang sinh
song” [12; tr.28], ho phai lui vé véi nhitng manh déat nghéo nan, thiéu diéu kién noi “qué
huong” (homeland). Su d6i doi chon &, cing nhiing bién d6i vé bo mat xa hoi da khién
nhiing ngudi luu vong mang ndi dau phi ly tir thé xac dén tinh than, dau dau, hoai nghi vé
gi4 tri cua ban than trong cudc sdng. Bén canh d6, J.M. Coetzee con khic hoa con ngudi
mang cam thurc luu vong, bi ruéng bo & noi dét khach qué nguoi.

Sau khoang thoi gian gan ba nam sinh sdng & Uc, JM. Coetzee da trai nghiém nhiing
hwong vi caa cudc song “tha phuong cau thie” va nha vian bét dau nghlen ngam nhiing noi
khé cua kiép nguoi nhap cu. Vao nam 2005, 6ng cho xuat ban tiéu thuyét Newoi cham. Tac
pham xoay quanh cudc doi cia nhitng con ngudi luu vong, loay hoay tim cach dé bam try,
ton tai & ving dat méi. Paul Rayment cung gia dinh c6 cudc hanh trinh tir Phap dén Uc voi
nhitng mong mudn tot dep. Thé nhung, tir khi dit chan dén ving dat méi, cac thanh vién
trong gia dinh Paul Rayment déu gap kho khan truéc su thay doi chong mat cua nhip song
noi dat khach. Loay hoay trén hanh trinh luu vong, dé roi, dén tudi xé chiéu, Paul Rayment
méi nhan ra xung quanh minh chang con ai bén canh, timg nguoi than lan luot roi bo ong di.
Paul Rayment c6 don, hoai nghi vé gi4 tri cua “gia dinh”. Gidng nhu gia dinh cta Paul
Rayment, gia dinh cua Marijana trong tac pham ciing gip nhiéu kho khin khi chuyén tur
Croatia ¢én Uc. Thé nhung, gia dinh caa Marijana khong tir bo ma luén ¢ gang cling nhau
vuot qua khé khin, 1am da thi cong viéc ma ban than c6 thé lam dé du trang trai, chi tiéu
cho gia dinh. Vi hai tiéng “gia dinh”, con nguoi cd thé ha thap gia tri cua ban than, chap
nhan chiu sé phan thap kém, 1am nhiing cong viéc thudc ting dudi xa hoi. Trong hién thuc
tha phuong, J.M. Coetzee phan anh chan thuc s phan bi thuong ciia con ngudi Iuu vong day
bat hanh. Trong hién thuc dau budn 4y, nha vin van dé cho nhan vat ¢ nhitng pham chat tét
dep: Yéu thuong gia dinh, ¢6 gang vuon 1én dé bam try & qudc gia khac nhung khong quén
di coi ngudn, van ludn hoai vong vé qué huong ban dia. Trén hanh trinh luu lac day kho
khan, ngdn ngir 1a mot trong nhing rao can Ién ddi voi nhitng ngudi nhap cu, khién cho ho
kho khin trong viéc hoa nhap, giao tiép véi nhitng ngudi dan ban dia. Paul Rayment chang
hiéu gi vé lich str, vin hoa ¢ day, kho khin lai chong chét kho khan, anh roi vao tram tu, lac
I6ng. Paul Rayment nhiéu 1an suy ngam, trin trd, loay hoay di tim qudc tich cua chinh minh
va nhan dang vin hoa méi, dy ciing chinh 13 mot biéu hién ndi bat cia con ngudi “heu vong
mang tam thize danh mdt can cwéc va hanh trinh truy tim quac tich vo vong ” [13; tr.49]. Khi
roi qué huong, con ngudi luu vong dudng nhu bat dau lai hoan toan cudc doi maéi - cude doi
ctia nhitng ké nhap cu. John Coetzee (Nhiing canh doi tinh 1€) ciing mang ndi lo so tot cling
vé van d& ngén ngir khi séng ¢ Anh. Nhan vat ¢ gang phat am tiéng Anh dé moi nguoi
khong nhan ra cau la nguoi Afrikaans. Trong giao tiép véi nguoi da mau tai Anh hay ngudi
Anh ban x{r thi nhan vat vi minh gidng nhu “mét sinh vdt cam diéc” [11; tr.180]. Bén canh
d6, nha van dit nhan vat cua minh vao tam thé ludng ly, bt toan phai lra chon bé phéi, ton
gido & noi dat khach. O chan troi méi, John Coetzee v& mong trude hién thuc tré tréu, khi cb
tinh trén chay khoi hong sing ciia chién tranh Nam Phi nhung cau van bi cudn vao vong
X0dy trong cudc xung dot cua chién tranh Lanh & x& ngudi. Tir day, John Coetzee 6m ndi
hoai nghi vé dirc tin, tin ngudng, ton gio.
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Cudc sdng thyc tai phii phang, gap nhiéu van d& chdng chéo kho théo g dé rdi, con
nguoi trong tiéu thuyét cua J.M. Coetzee con ¢6 sy luu vong trong tim tuéng. Vao nhiing
gidy phat cudi duong, Paul Rayment (Nguoi chdm) ‘mang mot nol niém tam sy chua chat,
X6t long cua ke tha phuong, voi ude mo dugc trg vé qué huong sdng tron ven nhiing giay
phat cudi doi. Co thé néi, wdc mo dy chinh 1a “cam thirc ngu cuw va ndi hodi vong qué
hirong ban dia” [13; tr.51] ciia con ngudi luu vong trong tiéu thuyét cua Coetzee. Hay nhu
Curren (Tugi sat da) chan nan ¢ chén thuc tai khi chung kién canh chét chdc giira ngudi da
den va da trang & Nam Phi ma mong muén tim dén séng & mét thé gisi khac - thé gigi hoa
binh, tran day yéu thuwong. Thé nhung, hién thuc phii phang, wéc mo cua Curren khong
thuc hién duoc. Trong nhiing gidy phat cudi doi, Curren mot minh chéng choi véi bénh
tat, mang tam trang khic khoai, c6 don. Do chinh la s6 phan cua hhitng con nguoi mang
trong minh mac cam luu vong, bi rudng bé & noi von di khong thudc vé minh.

Trong tiéu thuyét ciia J.M. Coetzee, con ngudi mang tam thie luu vong, bi ruong bo
khong chi ¢6 nhitng nguoi da den ma con c6 ca nhitng nguoi da trang Sy phan biét, rudng
bo dan dén luu vong cuia cac ca thé dén tir nhiing bién doi xoay van caa xa hoi, boi trong
thot ki Apartheld nguoi da den thuong bi phan biét, dbi xir bat binh dang, nhung dén thoi
hau Ki, “quéc gia nay d@oi dién hang loat van dé nh: AIDS, tdi dc, cing thang giira cac
ching téc: da den la tot, da trang 1a xdu” [13; tr.54]. Tinh nhi nguyén den - trang va tam
thirc “kép” trong vé mau da ctia con nguoi da dan dén nhiing cudc mau thuin gay gat trong
long x& hoi. Nhin chung, tat ca déu bi xa hoi day ra khoi vong xoay caa cudc song. J.M.
Coetzee nhan thic ban thé con ngudi ¢6 don dén cuing tan, bi lac 16ng, mat phuong huéng,
dan chai san mat di cam nhan vé sy hién ton gia tri tét dep trong cudc séng nhu hanh phc,
tinh yéu chan thanh,... ma nhing thi hién hitu truéc mat ho gio day chi 1a déng d6 nat,
hoang tan cua chién tranh.

2.2.3. Con nguwoi hoai nghi, bat tin nhdn thirc

Khi nha triét hoc F. Nietzsche tuyén bé “Chaa da chét”, con ngudi dan “khéng con
tuyér doi tin vao Chiia va ciing khéng con ngdy tho tin vdo 16i tw duy lang man nira thi thé
gigi hién 1én trong si tri nhdn cia con nguwoi 1a mét khéi hén don, day ngdu nhién” [2;
tr.177]. Hon don (chaos) va ngau nhién (contlgency) la mot trong nhirng nguyén tac phan
anh thé gioi cua hau hién dai, nhung néu chi c6 thé thi chua du. Ngay khi xuat hién, hau
hién dai da trd thanh “mét nén van héa cua cam giac roi rac, noi nho chiét trung, hinh
bong san co, s hoi hot ngdu nhién, trong dé nhing pham chdt truyén thong cé gia tri ve
chiéu sau, sir két dinh, ¥ nghia, tinh déc ddo, va tinh xdc thuc bi logi bé hay hoa tan trong
béi canh nhitng dong xody ngau nhién cia nhiing ddu hiéu trong rong” [1; tr.16]. Bing
true hién thuc phan rd, moi thr déu tan man, tréng réng va duoc nhin nhan lai trén tinh
than phan tu, nhan loai tré nén bt tin va dat ra nhiéu cau hoi ty van: Ai 1a ngudi ciu rdi
nhan loai? Chd dya tinh than cua con ngudi ¢ con khdng? Pay duoc xem nhu cach “phdn
VN Ciia con ngudi triedc Mot thuc tai don diéu, trong rong, thiéu vang nhitng diém tuwa
tinh than khi “thwong d@é da chét”” [1; tr.105]. Cac van dé ton giéo, triét hoc, mdi quan hé
trong xa hoi ddi v6i con ngudi dan trd nén nhat nhoa, ma thay vao dé 1a mot tm thac hoai
nghi vé& su d6 v& trong tinh than. Nhiéu van dé duoc dat ra, nhan loai khdng thé nao ly giai
ndi khi niém tin da mat, cac gia tri va thudc do trong cudc sdng ciing tir d6 ma v& vun
trude triét hoc hu vo, triét hoc hau hién dai.
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J.M. Coetzee phac hoa con ngudi 6m ndi hoai nghi, bét tin trong mot xa hoi Nam
Phi hon loan khi budc chan vao giai doan Apartheid. Con nguorl sbng trong khong glan
rong Ién nhung day su tréng Vang xa la voi thuc tai va bat dau hoai nghi, trin tré V& nhiéu
vén dé trong cudc song. Trong tiéu thuyet Giira mién dat dy, Magda |a nhan vat chiu nhiéu
khé dau, tir thus con bé cho dén lc & tudi xé chiéu. Co nho bé, ¢d don trong can nha chir
H giita hoang mac tro troi khong bong ngudi. Co song té nhat, don diéu, thiéu di sy cham
soc, yéu thuong va chia sé cia ngudi than trong gia dinh. Magda song trong nhitng ky wc
va tuong tugng dé “giét chét” thoi gian, quén di hoan canh séng & chén thuc tai. Hang
ngay, c¢6 chi quan quanh nha Iam nhiing cong viéc lat vit nhu nau an, don dep nha cua.
Qua nhan vat Magda, J.M. Coetzee goi ra nhiéu van dé& dé suy ngam, luan ban nhu “tinh
yéu”, “hanh phuc”. Magda hoai nghi tit ca va dung trudc nhitng van dé kho khan, co dit ra
hang loat nhirng cau hoi: “Tai sao cO cu chi do cua ban tay? Dua hay ngac nhién? [7;
tr.21] va dién hinh 1a diép khic “Téi ne héi” cia cd kéo dai tir doan khuc 27 dén doan
khue 30. bi¢p khic hoai nghi dai dang trong tim tuong cua Magda, nhu mét hanh trinh ty
VAN Vé céc gia tri tinh yéu, hanh phdc cua cudc doi, “truy tim song lgi hoai nghi ban the,
dé la bi kich co ban cua kiéu con nguol chan thuwong - mgt mau hinh cua van hoc tir cam
quan hgu hién dai” [1; tr.111]. Chdn vui tai chén hoang so, vang lang, nhan vat chét dan
chét mon trong chinh nhitng hoai nghi, mat di nhan thic vé thoi gian, bo vo, lac 18ng, mat
di cac mbi day lién két vsi xung quanh.

Gidng nhu Magda, Paul Rayment trong Nguroi chdm ciing song c¢6 don trong cin nha
khong nguoi than & Uc. Néu Magda hoai nghi vé gié tri caa hanh phuc thi Paul Rayment
lai hoai nghi vé khai niém “to6 4m” va “gia dinh”. T6 4m dich thuc phai c6 day du tinh yéu
thuong, chim soc cia cac thanh vién trong gia dinh, noi ma ching ta dwgc truyén thém
dong luc, sic luc dé tiép tuc vimg budce, ddi dau nhitng kho khin trong cudc song. Thé
nhung, “t6 4m” gia dinh lai khdng thudc vé cudc doi cua Paul. Trong khi nam vién, y ta
can thdng tin hd so bénh an, Paul Rayment dat bat ghi “gia dinh: KHONG” [9; tr.15] vi
dbi voi dng gio day “gia dinh, té am 1a thiz qué huyén bi” [9; tr.270]. Mat mot chan sau tai
nan xe, Paul Rayment kho khan trong viéc thich nghi, khdng hoa nhap véi thuc tai, danh
chap nhan cudc doi co don.

Vién Quan toa (Poi bon moi) 1a mét trong nhitng ngudi hét muc trung thanh véi Bé
ché. Trong cudc chién gitra Bé ché va “bon moi”, vién Quan toa di chung kién nhiing hanh
dong hét stc tan bao, dd man cia Bé ché ma 6ng sting bai bay 1au. Ong nhanh chéng roi vao
nhirng tram tu, suy nghiém va dat ra nhiing cau hoi tu vin cho ban than vé Bé ché: C6 gi khac
nhau gitra “bon Moi da den” va dam ngudi tu coi minh 13 “van minh” kia khong? Ong hoai
nghi vé Dé ché va tham chi Ia hoai nghi vé ban chit con nguoi. Song giita thuc tai phil phang,
con ngudi hodi nghi, Ngd vue trude nhirng gia tri trong cudc song ma bay lau nay chinh ho da
theo dudi. Nha van dé cho nhan vat tu than di tim cau tra 161 trude biét bao cau hoi tu van,
nhung cang di sau thi cang that vong, bét tin nhan thirc va roi vao tan bi kich cia tro doi.

Ton tai trong bdi canh hién thyc hdn don, phan manh, con ngudi ciing bi phan tén
thanh cha thé phi tm, bao gom nhiéu manh vun roi rac, bat hoa va dan tan trong bdi canh
xam xit. Thé gidi hién thuc ddy hoai nghi, con ngudi ciing trd nén trin tré, dau déu vé sy do
v& tinh cam trong cac méi quan hé ciia con ngudi. Trong Cude doi va thoi dai ciia Michael
K, khi chién tranh, loan lac da diy Michael K roi vao viing 1iy cia 4m muu va quyén luc,
bién anh thanh mét hiru thé c6 don. Michael K ty dao hang, song tach minh véi xa hoi, sin
sang chdi bo cac mdi quan hé tinh cam giita con ngudi Véi con ngudi. Anh hoai nghi tat ca,
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tham chi nhiing nguoi da timg giup d& minh. Bén canh Michael K, nhéan vat “t6i” ciing dau
d4u trong 1ong, ngd vuc, lo ling trude nhimg hanh dong, va c4c gi4 tri ma con ngudi di va
dang lya chon. “T6i” 1am viéc trong trang théi bét an, dang ¢d stic tim ra dugc cau tra 1oi:
“C6 ai tin vdo nhing gi ching ta dang lam khong? Toi nghi lam” [6; tr.276]. Loay hoay
trong vong xoay lo lang, hoai nghi, con ngudi lac hudng trén chinh hanh trinh truy tim ban
ng4, tré thanh mot ban thé c6 don. Khong con stc khéng cu vai thiét ché, Michael K ciing
nhu nhén vat “toi” dai dién cho hang chuc triéu ngudi Nam Phi ngoai kia chi biét chon cht
ban than trong sy hoai nghi.
Kiéu nhan vat hoai nghi, bét tin nhan thuc chiém vi tri cha dao trong tiéu thuyet caa
J.M. Coetzee. Cac nhan vit trong tiéu thuyét cua J.M. Coetzee déu bi x& hoi rudng bo, tro
thanh nhirng con ngudi thira, bét tin gitra cude doi, “niém tin dé V&, con nguoi hoai nghi
tat ca, tham chi hoai nghi chinh minh. Con nguwoi trong tiéu thuyét ciia ong thiwong ban
khodn, tran tré ve nhiéu vdn dé trong cugc séng” [13; tr.81]. Nbi tran trg vé ban than, vé
thuc tai chat chira ngay cang I6n. Nhan vat ludn c6 ging ving vay, kiém tim dép an dé Ii
giai nhitng hoai nghi cua ban than va tim ra noi dang tin cdy dé tho 16 cam xuc, gui gam
niém tin, séng tron ven cudc doi. Cudi cing, con ngudi van don doc, lac 16ng trén hanh
trinh truy tim ban thé.

3. KET LUAN

Hién thyc trong tiéu thuyét J.M. Coetzee mang dac tinh phan manh, phi trung tam,
ton tai trong su hdn don, da chiéu kich. Hién thuc phan rd khi chién tranh 1a nguyén nhan
cot 16i. Van dé “den - tring” bao tram ca Nam Phi, con ngudi bi bac 16t, tra tin, song mot
cude doi khdng co tiéng noi, dan roi vao tram tu, khiac khoai va lo sg. Séng trong bi canh
ay, diéu ma Coetzee tran tré nhidu do 1 cac van dé lién quan dén con ngudi. Tir d6, voi
goc nhin da diém, co chiéu sau, Coetzee boc 16 cam quan day hoai nghi, bat tin nhan thirc
va thé hién nhimg tran tro, lo au ciia minh vé s6 phan con ngudi Nam Phi trong gia doan
ngu tri va hau ki Apartheid. Con ngudi trong trang vin ctia Coetzee, vi thé, ciing hién Ién
vé6i nhitng khiém khuyét, bat toan, mang tam thirc hoai nghi: Hoai nghi vé cudc séng, vé
duc tin, gia dinh, tham chi 12 hoai nghi sy ton tai ciia ban than trong xa hoi. Con ngudi con
phai déi dién véi nhitng hoan canh khén cing nhu mat chd o, viéc 1am, thanh qua lao
dong, két ndi voi thé gidi... roi vao trang thai bat lyc, bj ton thuwong tinh than va trg thanh
nhitng con nguoi thira trong xa hoi, bi rudng b, mang ndi dau cua kiép nguoi luu vong.
Dé rdi, nhitng thir hién hitu con xo6t lai, ddng hanh cling véi ho chinh 1a nhitng &m anh, din
vit va ndi lo u, hoai nghi bat tan. Tir day, con nguoi roi vao ndi dau trién mién, bat tin
nhan thire, dimng truc chd trude hong siing caa chién tranh.
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POSTMODERN SENSE OF HUMANITY IN
THE JOHN MAXWELL COETZEE’S NOVEL

Bui Dien Nguyen
ABSTRACT

John Maxwell Coetzee believes that society consists of many fragments and chaos,
so people living in that society are also imperfect, deadlocked, and broken. With his talent
and delicate sense, Coetzee constructs characters that are typical of postmodern literature.
This research explores Coetzee's perception of humans through many character types:
flawed, imperfect, exiled, abandoned, skeptical, and cognitively distrustful. From that, it
contributes to exploiting and explaining the layers of content within the work. At the same
time, we can see the writer's concern about issues related to the relationship between
people in South African society during the reign and post-Apartheid period.
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