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TINH BIEU TUQONG TRONG TIEU THUYET
SUOI NGUON (THE FOUNTAINHEAD) CUA AYN RAND

Vii Thanh Ha!
TOM TAT

Sudi nguon (The Fountainhead) ciia Ayn Rand 1d tiéu thuyét mang tinh biéu tuong voi
nhitng triét Zy huong dén tu do trong sang tqo nghe thudt. Bai nghién cuu tap trung lam ro
ddc diém néi bt nay clia cuon tiéu thuyét néi tiéng ciia nén van hoc My hién dai ra doi vo
nhitng nam dau thé ky XX.

Tir khoa: Biéu twong, Sudi nguon, Ayn Rand.

1. DAT VAN BE

Muon cau chuyén vé mét kién triic su v6i nhitng cong trinh kién triic cia nude My
nhitng ndm dau thé ky XX, nha vin Ayn Rand dem dén mét cai nhin mang tinh 1y luan véi
nhimg biéu tuwong giau triét 1y. Sudi nguon tao sy chu y boi tinh biéu twong dic sic chira
dyng nhiing triét 1y vé tu do trong sang tao nghé thuat. Cudn tiéu thuyét 1a ang van lang man
nhung déng sau d6 lai phan anh thuc tién nhiéu mat, dic biét 1a chiéu sau tim hon nha van
cung véi khat vong dé cao sang tao ngh¢ thuat ty do nhung van lép lanh nhan sinh.

2. NOI DUNG NGHIEN CUU

2.1. Vé khai niém biéu twong

Theo Tir dién thudt ngir vin hoc do nhom Lé Ban Han chu bién, & nghia hep, “Biéu
tuong la mot phuong thirc chuyén nghia ctia 101 noi hoac mot loai hinh twgng nghé thuat dac
biét co kha ning truyén cam 16n, vira khai quat dugc ban chat ciia mot hién tuong nao ddy,
vira thé hién mot quan niém, mot tu tedng hay mot triét ly su xa vé con ngudi va cude doi”.
Thém nira, “Loai biéu twong 14 hinh twong nghé thuat thé hién tap trung nguyén tic phan
anh hién thyc trong tinh quan niém, thong qua cac mé hinh doi séng cta van hoc” [2; tr.24].
Nhu vay, phan anh bang biéu tuong s& giip nha van thoat khoi cach phan anh hién thuc kho
cung, nguyén xi, sao chép va quan trong hon, biéu tuong giup ho thoa strc thé hién nhting
quan niém c4 nhan vé thé gioi.

2.2. Quan ni¢m sang tao cua nha vin

Trong Loi gidi thiéu cho Lé ky niém 25 nam ngay xudt ban “Sudi nguon”, Ayn Rand
timg bay to: “V&i muc dich ghi lai cho minh va cho nhimng nguoi chua timg phat hién ra diéu
nay: Chu nghia lang man la mot tru(‘)'ng phéi nghé thuat hudng té1 nhan thirc (the conceptual
school of art) No khong glal quyét nhitng van dé vun vit hang ngay cua doi song ma hudng
tGi giai quyét nhitng vin dé va gia tri vinh hang, co ban, chung nhat ctia doi séng con nguoi.
No khong ghi am hay chup anh; n6 sang tao va dinh huéng. Theo ngdn ngit cua Aristotle, van
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hoc ldng man khong quan tAm t6i thé - gidi - nhur - né - dang - la (things as they are) ma huéng
tG1 thé - giGi - nhie - né - ¢6 - thé - la va phadi - la (things as they might be and ought to be)”
[1; tr.5]. P6 dudng nhu ciing chinh 1 mong muén cua Ayn Rand véi “dong co va muc dich
vian chuong” 1a “khic hoa hinh anh con nguoi 1y tuéng”. Ayn Rand coi d6 1a “muc dich rét
r4o nhat”. Mau nguoi “Iy tuong” ciia Ayn Rand 13 mau ngudi toan dién vé tt ca cac linh vuc.
Ayn Rand d3 tuan tha muc dich 4y khi xay dung hinh twong nhan vat Howard Roark.

2.3. Howard Roark va y nghia biéu twong ciia nhén vt
2.3.1. Howard Roark va quan niém nghé thudt

Cau chuyén cudc doi Howard Roark bét dau, hay noi chinh xac da dugc dinh doat tai
Hoc vién Cong nghé Stanton v6i mot thong bao ciia dng truong khoa. Cai tin minh bi dudi
khoi Hoc vién Cong ngh¢ Stanton khong lam cho Howard Roark bi soc, anh don nhan né mot
cach binh than nhu chinh anh 14 ngudi ra cai quyét dinh hai hude do. Ong truong khoa kién
trac d3 mong moi sy thay dbi & Howard Roark nhung anh d3 phui nhan tit ca su ky vong do.
Don nhan quyét dinh dudi hoc mot cach lanh dam hay néi cach khac 1a véi mot thai do lich
1am chinh 1a mét sy phii nhan nén giao dyc kinh vién gido diéu, cimg nhéc ciia nganh kién tric
- nganh ngh¢ thuat yéu cAu su sang tao tuyét dbi. Theo quan ni¢ém cua Howard Roark, anh
phai v& nhimg ngdi nha chua timg co trén trai dat va “khong c6 gi dé noi vé nhing toa nha
nay, ngoai trir viéc cdu tric ctia chung chic chan phai 1a nhu thé... Cac toa nha khong theo
kién triic C6 dién, khong theo kién triic Gothic, ma ciing ching theo kién trac Phuc Hung.
Chung 14 kién trac cia Howard Roark™ [1; tr.9]. Cudc ddi thoai giita 6ng truong khoa va
Howard Roark phan anh su that bai ctia cach ma nguoi ta day mot con nguoi sang tao. Khi
nguoi ta mudn mot kién tric su tuan thi nhitng nguyén tac kién trac da ton tai hang trim nim
trude do, nhiing mau muc c6 san tré thanh thude do cho moi sang tao thi Howard Roark lai
cho thiy d6 chinh 1a nhing thir “da duoc phat hién roi” va Howard Roark thi khong mudn nhur
vay. Howard Roark mudn “mdt toa nha 1a mot thuc thé séng, giéng nhu mot con nguoi. Pt
hanh ciia m6t toa nha 14 phai tuan thii nhitg nguyén 1y ctia chinh no, tuan thu triét Iy xuyén
sudt ctia no, va phai phuc vu muyc dich cia chinh n6. Mgt con ngudi khong vay muon cac bo
phan co thé anh ta. M6t toa nha khong vay muon mang miéng linh hon ciia nd” [1; tr.18]. Diéu
Howard Roark mudn khong phai 13 sy giai thiéng truyén thong ma 1a mét sy doi hoi tinh tuyét
dbi trong sang tao va thyc dung. Moi thtr, nhit 13 nhimg cong trinh kién triic phai 1a nhimg
thuc thé ¢6 linh hon mang triét Iy séng cta nd. Su vay muon hodc bat chudce thanh cong ciia
qué khir chi bién no thanh mot thir kéch cdm gia danh sang tao ma thoi.

Nghé thuat khong thé 1a su lira déi cang khong thé 1a su bit chudc va vay muon. Nhan
vat Peter Keating trong Suci nguon, da duoc tac gia xay dung nhu mot vi du hoan hao cho sy
vay muon va doi tra. Ngay khi tr¢ thanh sinh vién xuat sic nhat cia Hoc vién Cong nghé
Stanton (theo dénh gia ciia cac “tugng dai” ctia nganh kién trac) thi chinh Peter Keating ciing
phai thira nhan Howard Roark xuét sic hon minh. Peter Keating, chinh anh ta d phai thdt 1én
rang: “Lay Chiia! Lam sao ma Roark lai c¢6 thé g& réi mot do 4n gidng nhu kéo mot dau day
va ca cudn day cir thé gd ra” [1; tr.29]. Ngay sau lic nhan huan chuong cua Hiép hoi Kién trac
su Hoa Ky, Peter Keating da tur minh tht nhan vé6i Shlinker - ngudi ban va ciing timg 1a d6i
thu ctia anh ta r?mg: “T& thue sy xdu hd vé cai huin chuong ctia Hiép hoi Kién tric su Hoa
Ky. T6 nghi ciu xtng dang nhan né, nhung cau khong thé hiéu rang nhimg ké hi lau d6 suy
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Ay+2?

nghi nhu thé nao dau” [1; tr.30]. Nhimg ké hu 14u chinh 13 nhitng 6ng thiy cta anh ta, nhimng
nguoi dd cong nhan anh ta 1a mot sinh vién xuét sic, co mot twong lai xan lan trong nganh
kién trac Hoa Ky. Chinh Peter Keating d3 thira nhan v6i Howard Roark rang: “Téi thuong
nghi rang c4u that dién rd. Nhung t6i biét cau biét nhidu vé no - vé kién trac ay. Y t6i 14 - cau
biét nhitng thir ma nhing ké ngu ngdc kia khong bao gid biét. Va toi biét rang cau say mé kién
trac con ho thi s& chang bao gid” [1; tr.32]. Nhitng ké ngu ngdc kia chinh 13 nhitng nguoi nhu
ong truong khoa ciia cai hoc vién Stanton, noi dio tao ra nhing kién tric su twong lai.

2.3.2. Tinh biéu twong cia nhdn vt tinh hudng truyén

Cau chuyén vé kién truc cic cong trinh trong tiéu thuyét Sudi nguon da trd thanh cu
chuyén vé nghé thuét sang tao tir lic ndo. Cac nhan vat cia tac phdm ciing chia thanh hai
tuyén biéu tugng cho hai truong phai nghé thuat kién trac. Mot bén, 1a nhitng Howard Roark,
Henry Cameron va nguoi ung ho cho truong phai nay la Heller. Pay la phai chu truong cho
nhitng d6i méi, cach tan. Henry Cameron khong chap nhén su sao chép, “khong mot toa nha
nao duoc sao chép tir toa nha nao”. Ong chu truong “cac phuong phap xay dung mdi doi hoi
nhitng mé hinh kién trac méi”. Cudc dung do giita quan diém kién tric cuia Howard Roark
va Henry Cameron thyc chét 13 xung dot giira hai trudng phai kién trac, mot dang mudn
dugc vé nhitng thiét ké nha “nham thay ddi hinh dang cuia thé giéi”. Howard Roark lu6n
mong mudn “sy sang tao ciia nhan loai can cd nguoi tiép ndi”. Anh trin tro “khong thé cir
an cép, bat chude hay vay muon mii cia qua khir. D6 1a mot sy an bam”. Phai ddi 1ap 1a
Guy Francon, Snyte thudc truong phai sao chép quéd khtr va thyc dung. Guy Francon chu
truong v& lai nhitng thanh cong cua qué khir, vi vdy, cong trinh kién triic ciia 6ng thuong cd
céu tric chap va tir nhidu trudng phai kién triic, nham théa méan yéu ciu ciia nhitng ong chi
14m tién, tham lam va hom hinh.

Xung dot gitra hai truong phai kién trac thyuc chat 1a xung dot gitra hai quan diém sang
tao nghé thuat va cai méi, cai sang tao khong phai dé dang chién thing. Howard Roark timng
bi dudi khoi hing kién trac ciia Guy Francon vi mong mudn duoc thiét ké mot toa nha theo
16i kién trac ciia toan nha Dana ma Henry Cameron timg thiét ké. Howard Roark lai dau
quan cho Snyte nhung cling nhu Guy Francon, Snyte 1a mgt nguoi thich cop nhat thanh cong
clia qua khir va anh ciing khong duoc don nhan. Song, nghé thuat ban than né luén dong
hanh cting v6i cai méi va sang tao. DA co nhitng “con mét xanh” nhin ra tai ning cia Howard
Roark, Heller - mot 6ng chu 16n da moi Howard vé thiét ké cho ngoi biét thy cua minh.
Trong to séc tra cong cho Howard sau cudc trinh dién thiét ké vé toa biét thu, Heller da tran
trong viét: “Howard Roark, Kién triac su”. Khong chi xay dung dinh thy cho Heller rdi khién
n6 tré thanh cong trinh doc dao ndi tiéng khip ving quanh no, Howard con thiét ké mot tram
xdng cach dinh thy ctia Heller muoi dam va dén luot tram xdng nay ciing trd nén noi tiéng.
Tuy nhién, hanh trinh dé nhiing sang tao nghé thuét c6 chd dimg van khong hé don gian.
Howard Roark van bat luc khi anh ¢é gang thuyét phuc khach hang lya chon thiét ké nao
d6. That trang hop, nhing ké 1am tién va ra vé hiéu biét vé kién tric lai “chang biét can phai
xay dyng cho minh ng6i nha ding nghia ctia n6”. Ho gidi thich sy Iya chon cua minh voi 1y
do duy nhat: “Chi vi t6i thich né. Chi vi ddy 1a cai t6i mudn” [1; tr.255]. Tuy nhién, khach
hang van lya chon anh, c6 nguoi da coi anh nhu mot tai nang da dugc kh'fmg dinh, nhu cach
no6i cua ngai Fargo vé Iy do 6ng chon Howard Roark: “T6i khong biét nhidu vé cac toa nha.
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Nhung t6i c6 thé nhan biét mot ngudi biét vé ching khi toi nhin thay anh ta” [1; tr.260].
Howard Roark duoc khach hang danh gia 13 ké “cudng tin va quén minh” (Fanatic and
selfless). Piéu d6 cho thdy sang tao can c6 Iy tuong va ngudi ta nén di theo 1y tudng cia
minh. Ly tudng chua hin 1a mét tin diéu ton gido. Tin diéu t6n gido c6 thé 1a mot sy mé
mudi cia tinh than, 1y tuéng thudng thé hién ¥ thirc cao dep con ngudi huéng dén. Ngay ca
khi Howard Roark khong tin vao Chtia. Howard Roark tha chip nhan lam mot cong nhan
binh thuong, tham chi lam céng viéc nang nhoc & mo da chi khong bao gio chép nhan v€
nhimng ngdi nha lai cing, voi nhitng ¥ tudng chip v, vay muon. Néu moi nganh nghé thuét
déu dugc sang tao boi nhing tac gia nhu kién trac su Howard Roark, thi chic chén rang thé
gidi nghé thuét ciia nhan loai da khong phai chimg kién nhiing thir vay muon va chip va.

Y nghia biéu tugng cua nhan vat va tinh huéng truyén duoc déy dén dinh diém ¢ sy
kién Howard Roark nhan thiét ké va xay dung ngéi dén co6 tén Pén tho Linh hon Con nguo.
Nguoi s€ giap Howard Roark nan birc tuong mot ngudi phu nit khéa than, tuong trung cho
linh hon ctia nhan loai, bd phan chinh cta ngdi dén 13 Mallory. Mallory, nghé si diéu khic
day tai nang nhung da rat 1au khong duoc sang tao. Anh ta dang chét dan di, di nhién, day 1a
cai “chét” cuia sang tao chir khong phai cai chét xac pham. Mallory da duoc “ctru séng” khi
Howard trao cho anh ta trong trach diéu khéc birc tugng - “tugng trung cho linh hon ctia nhan
loai”. Mallory giéng nhu nguoi ta bi bo lai tay khong trong budng giam cting con 4c thu dang
d6i khién anh ta “khong con biét so”. Su sang tao cd strc thu hut manh mé, khién nguoi ta
quén di moi ndi s¢ hai va nhing 10i dam tiéu tim thuong. Rat may, Dominique Franconm,
mot tiéu thu khué cac da nhan 10 dimg 1am mau. C6 ciing nam trong hé thng biéu twong
cho sy d6i méi va sang tao. Song, cong trinh hoan thanh da vap phai phan tng trai chiéu.
Cong ching, nhimg ngudi bao thu da 1én an Howard Roark - ké thiét ké va xay dung. Ho
cling lén &n chu dau tu, r0i kién Howard Roark ra toa. Phién toa kién Howard Roark dung la
mot vo hai kich dai dién cho su phi bang ciia nghé thuat va sang tao. Tét ca nhitng ngon tu,
dan ching va cach ludn toi cia quan toa va luat su déu tré nén vo nghia dbi véi Howard
Roark. Bén nguyén da thing, nhung ban chat cua phién toa 1a sy doc quyén vé dirc tin cling
nhu sy thit bai cta 16i dao dtrc gia. N6i nhu Dominique Francon: “Pén Stoddard phai bi pha
hay. Khong phai dé ciru rdi con nguoi khoi nd, ma dé ctru né khoi con nguoi” [1; tr.580].
Con nguoi khong nén va khong thé c6 mot ngdi dén nhu thé, vi ho khong xtng dang.

C6 thé Ayn Rand mudn cau chuyén vé chang kién tric su két thiic ¢ hau, nén da dé
cho Howard Roark dat dugc tat ca nhitng diéu ma anh ta mo wéc. Howard Roark c6 tham vong
1a nhitng cong trinh dé doi ma khong mot kién triic su ndi tiéng nao dwong thoi ¢o duoc. Anh
cling co tinh yéu chan thanh va sdu sic cta nguoi dan ba dep nhét trong thién truyén cing
nhitng ngudi ban danh gia nhat, nhitng chu dau tu, nhimg khach hang c6 hiéu biét vé cai dep
ctia kién trac. Howard Roark c6 nhiing tinh ban trong sang va cao thuong tir nhimg tdm hon
va tai ning sang tao, nhitng nguoi ¢ cung 1y tuong véi anh. Cau chuyén vé cudc cach mang
trong xay dung & nuéc My nhimg nam dau thé ky XX da 1am nén cho Ayn Rand néu 1én tuyén
ngon cua ngh¢ thuat, yéu cau tuyét ddi cua ngh¢ thuat 1a sang tao va mubn sang tao con nguoi
phai duoc tu do. Sang tao bao gid ciing phai tra gia dit bang nhiing that bai nhung n6 luén
khang dinh sy phat trién. Nhén loai can sang tao dé phat trién. Néu mot ngay nao d6 nhan loai
thoi sang tao c6 nghia ngay do 1a su két thic. Ayn Rand da dé cho Howard Roark chéng lai
thuyét kinh vién trong kién tric, doi hoi tuyét dbi trong nghé thuat kién trac 1a sang tao.
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3. KET LUAN

Vi dung lwong hon mét nghin trang viét vé& nghé thuét kién trac, Sudi nguon khong
phai 1a nhiing trang vin ning né cua gach, da, bé tong va sat thép, ciing khong chira dung
nhimg thuat ngir han 1am cua nganh xay dung. Sudi nguon 13 mot tiéu thuyét dang doc dbi
v6i bt cir ai yéu thich tu do va sang tao. Trong sau muoi nam qua ké tir khi xuét ban (1943),
véi sau triéu ban sach duoc ban doc don nhan, Sudi ngu&n da khéng dinh dugc gia tri ctia no.
Dé két thuc bai viét nay, xin nhéc lai cdu noi ctia nhan vat chinh: “Nhiing nguoi sang tao ludn
la nhiing nguoi co cai téi. Cai téi chinh 1a toan bo bi mat vé strc manh cta ho - cai toi éy tu
day du trong ban than no, tw van dong trong ban thin né, va ty tai tao trong ban than no. Cai
t6i 1a nguyén nhan dau tién, 1a ngudn nang luong, 1a dong luc sdng, 13 coi 1é cuia tit ca. Nguoi
sang tao khong phuc vu cai gi va khong phuc vu bit cir ai. Anh ta séng vi chinh ban than
minh”. “Va chi ¢6 bang cach séng vi ban than, anh ta mé&i c6 thé dat duoc nhitng thanh tyu
vinh quang ctia loai ngudi. D6 chinh 13 ban chat cua su thanh cong” [1; tr.1147].
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SYMBOLISM IN AYN RAND'S NOVEL - THE FOUNTAINHEAD
Vu Thanh Ha

ABSTRACT

“The Fountainhead” by Ayn Rand is an iconic novel with philosophies towards freedom
in artistic creativity. The research focuses on clarifying this outstanding feature of the famous
novel of modern American literature published in the early years of the twentieth century.

Keywords: Symbol, The Fountainhead, Ayn Rand.
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